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POLITICS 

Ryan’s Rise to Speaker 

by Charles Scaliger — Even as House Speaker John Boehner retires 
because he has lost the confidence of the GOP members whom he 
leads, Paul Ryan, practically a Boehner clone, will take over. 


wikimedia: Gage Skidmore 


CANDIDATES 
Where They Stand 


by Christian Gomez 
A look at 10 GOP presidential candidates based on 10 key issues 
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HISTORY — PAST AND PERSPECTIVE 

Planned Parenthood, Past and Present 

by Lisa Shaw — Planned Parenthood is in the news for illegally 

selling baby parts, which has shocked the conscience of many 

Americans. But the present is merely an extension of the past. 
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What Are the 
Downsides to Iran Deal? 


Are we not witnessing the Big Lie tech- 
nique hard at work regarding the Iran Deal? 

How can anyone believe the Big 
Lie presently being trumpeted around the 
nation regarding the dangers of the so- 
called Iran Nuclear Agreement (which is 
not a treaty) when no hard evidence of any 
Iranian nuclear weapons program has been 
found by any of our intelligence agencies 
since 2007? 

Why do they buy the Big Lie that this 
limiting agreement, which is deemed the 
best available by every nation involved, 
from the Europeans to the Gulf Arab states 
to the Israeli military services, is worse 
than no agreement at all? 

How can anyone in his right mind (ex- 
cept Republican-elected office-holders) 
give credence to manufactured stories pur- 
portedly emanating from supposed veter- 
ans groups composed of those who served 
decades ago, but who have no access to 
any present classified knowledge? 

Rather isn’t it time to address the war- 
generated horrors that our government 
has unleashed on the Arab world, and the 
hundreds of thousands of refugees fleeing 
them who are pouring into Europe, by join- 
ing with the Iranians as we have in the past, 
this time to suppress the vandals and other 
barbarians whom we have unleashed? 

Or is it in the interest of many in power 
to keep a foreign pot boiling, so as to avoid 
confronting the many far more serious 
problems which face our nation and its 
citizens today? 

RUSSELL W. Haas 
Golden, Colorado 


Where Should We Spend 
Military Monies? 
Our government has recently spent 41.8 
million of our taxpayer dollars training 54 
Syrian fighters! That is about $774,000 
per person, and a short period after their 
training, these fighters went into battle, 
where a very few were killed, and the rest 
dropped their arms, left their vehicles, and 
ran away! 

Our best weapons and over 2,000 of our 
best armored vehicles have been turned 
over to ISIS in such a way! 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 


Do you suppose this is a direct result of 
the present administration’s foreign policy 
and leadership? 

Wouldn’t it have been a better use of our 
taxpayer dollars to take care of our wound- 
ed warriors and clean up the inefficient 
and lawless handling of the Veterans Ad- 
ministration? Associations supporting vet- 
erans have to go on TV and beg for people 
to donate $19 a month to help those who 
have given time, body parts, and mental 
problems defending all of us! 

JOHN L. GALBREATH 
X 11th Airborne 
Mt. Sterling, Ohio 


It’s a Right, Right? 
Some have been calling for more gun re- 
strictions. There’s a problem with that. 

First of all, the Founding Fathers did 
not create the right to keep and bear 
arms. They merely wrote the Second 
Amendment to protect that right which 
we already had. In fact, the right to bear 
arms is a God-given, natural, funda- 
mental, unalienable, constitutionally 
protected right. One which no one can 
take away. 

It states that our right to keep and bear 
arms shall not be infringed. That is a re- 
striction on the government not to inter- 
fere with this most important and basic 
right to individual self-protection of life 
and property. In fact, without it, all our 
other rights could be taken away. 

In the last century, 200 million people 
were first disarmed and then executed — 
by their own governments. So the greatest 
enemy we have to fear is our own admin- 
istration. If we allow them to get into the 
business of registering and licensing guns, 
we open the door for confiscation, which 
almost always follows registration. We 
can’t do that. 

We don’t need stricter gun laws. We 
need more law-abiding citizens to carry 
a gun. That always reduces violent crime 
and will actually make our nation safer. 

CAPTAIN JAMES GREEN 
Heber City, Utah 


Send your letters to: THE NEw AMERICAN, P.O. 
Box 8040, Appleton, WI 54912. Or e-mail: 
editorial@thenewamerican.com. Due to vol- 
ume received, not all letters can be answered. 
Letters may be edited for space and clarity. 


DEAN SELLERS 


The Real Deal 


2600 W. Maple Road « Troy, Michigan ¢ deansellersford.com © 248-643-7500 


RAFFIN 


CONSTRUCTION CO. 


PROPERTIES 


744 East 113TH ST. e CHICAGO, IL 60628 e (773) 785-3055 © WwWw.RAFFINCONSTRUCTION.COM 


INSIDE LRAGK. 


AP Images 


Across Africa, Obama Expands Secret Wars, Assassinations 


While most of the press has focused on Obama’s military machi- 
nations in Afghanistan, Syria, and Iraq, the administration has 
also been quietly expanding its secret wars and assassination 
programs across Africa. 

Additional insight into the White House’s scheming emerged 
in late October, when The Intercept published a series of stories 
on Obama’s mass-murder programs, based largely on leaked doc- 
uments, under the title “Drone Papers.” One of the articles zeroed 
in on a semi-secret drone base in the nation of Djibouti dubbed 
Chabelley Airfield. “This base is now very important because 
it’s a major hub for most drone operations in northwest Africa,” 
GlobalSecurity.org senior fellow Tim Brown, an expert on ana- 


lyzing satellite imagery, was quoted as saying by The Intercept. 

Indeed, THE NEW AMERICAN has been reporting for years on 
Obama’s various military interventions across Africa. The most 
obvious example was Libya, where the White House backed self- 
declared al-Qaeda leaders in a bloody “regime change” operation 
targeting the regime of Moammar Gadhafi. 

Just last week, news reports said U.S. troops were in Niger 
training the regime’s military forces. It is part of what one un- 
named Obama official referred to as a “new wave” of military 
support for African governments and dictators supposedly bat- 
tling Boko Haram’s Islamist militants. After Niger’s military, 
Obama plans to train government forces in Cameroon, Nigeria, 
and Chad, the official, “speaking on condition of anonymity,” 
told the U.S. government-funded media outlet Voice of America. 

Also targeted by Obama and his allies for U.S. military inter- 
vention was the Ivory Coast, where the White House helped the 
UN and the French government depose a Christian president after 
a contested election by backing Islamist militias. In Mali, mean- 
while, the Obama administration intervened to help a military 
junta beat back a group of desert nomads who hoped to create an 
independent homeland for themselves. 

It is time for Washington, D.C., to follow the nonintervention- 
ist advice of America’s Founders and get the U.S. military out 
of Africa. 


CISA Passes Senate, Threatens Liberty and Privacy 


On October 27, the Senate passed the Cybersecurity Information 
Sharing Act (CISA) by a vote of 74-21. The bill, which is a bi- 
partisan effort sponsored by Senators Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.) 
and Richard Burr (R-N.C.), is aimed at “improv[ing] cybersecu- 
rity in the United States through enhanced sharing of information 
about cybersecurity threats, and for other purposes.” It’s those 
“other purposes” that have the tech industry and the Internet com- 
munity worried. A surveillance bill by any other name is still as 
dangerous to liberty. 

What makes the Cybersecurity Information Sharing Act a sur- 
veillance bill is the fact that it creates a way for companies to 
share information with the federal government and its myriad 
three-letter agencies about cyberattacks and threats of cyberat- 
tacks. That information would also include personal data about 
the customers, including names, addresses, what services they 
use, how they use them, when they use them, and more. If the 
company in question is your Internet service provider or mobile 
service provider, that information could include your browsing 
history and call logs. 

Experts in the field who typically enjoy spirited disagreement 
in everything from which smartphone or operating system is best, 
to the best way to back up and secure your data, are all in agree- 
ment on one thing: CISA is dangerous. It is a surveillance bill. 
It will not protect America’s networks, but it will provide the 
surveillance state an easier path to spying on Americans. 

The House and Senate versions of this bill are not identical, 
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so the differences still need to be ironed out before it can go to 
President Obama for his signature. There may still be hope of de- 
feating CISA if enough Americans pressure their representatives 
to scuttle the committee negotiations on getting the versions of 
this bill together. If not, and CISA becomes law, the surveillance 
culture will be codified into law and gain the appearance of legiti- 
macy. That will make it much harder to dismantle the apparatus 
that has been put into place to spy on all of us. 


SPLC Unhinged: Almost Everyone Is a “Conspiracy Theorist” 
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According to a new “intelligence report” issued by the far-left 
Southern Poverty Law Center, practically everyone in America 
to the right of Obama is participating in a giant conspiracy to 
spread conspiracy theories. For what purpose is never explained, 
although apparently it is all very bad for “democracy.” 

The controversial outfit railed against parents concerned about 
the Obama-backed Common Core education scheme, Americans 
alarmed about Obama’s gun-control scheming, alternative media, 
talk radio, cable television, politicians who give voice to the con- 
cerns of their constituents, and much more. 

The report argues, essentially, that politicians and media fig- 
ures expressing the concerns of their constituents is somehow bad 
for “democracy”: “Outlandish conspiracy theories may be great 
for the movies, but they’re highly destructive to our democracy 


— particularly when mainstream politicians and trusted media 
figures promote unfounded beliefs that trade knowledge for ig- 
norance and reason for suspicion,” said Mark Potok, editor at the 
SPLC, in an October 27 press release. 

The most vitriol was reserved for The John Birch Society, the 
constitutionalist organization that has chapters in all 50 states and 
works to educate Americans about politics, economics, and cul- 
ture. The SPLC wrote, “Name a right-wing conspiracy theory of 
the last 60 years and chances are the John Birch Society was sit- 
ting near the front of the bandwagon,” suggesting that it believes 
the JBS is an integral part of the vast right-wing conspiracy to 
promote conspiracy theories. In the real world, the JBS deals with 
truth and education, and has been consistently proven accurate 
since it was founded in 1958. 

There is indeed a real danger to American values and con- 
stitutional government from groups such as the SPLC and its 
allies — including the increasingly lawless Obama administra- 
tion, which is now partnering with the radical group to target 
Christians, conservatives, dissidents, and others the SPLC hates. 
But if enough Americans were educated on the facts, Congress 
could defund the agenda, leaving the marginalized SPLC to spew 
its hatred and paranoid conspiracy theories harmlessly until its 
giant endowment runs dry or it runs out of tinfoil. 
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Carson Responds to Trump’s Charge of “Lower Energy” 
“T’'d like to see him stand up for 18 hours and operate on somebody.” Ben 

The two front-running candidates for the GOP presidential nomination varson 
haven’t previously issued comments about each other — until Trump’s “. 


unflattering comment that Dr. Ben Carson is “lower energy than Bush” 
elicited a response. iy 


eo 
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Blogger Scorches California Newspaper 

“Recently, the Los Angeles Times graded political office holders. Do we 
care? Does anybody believe a newspaper that endorsed Obama, Feinstein and Boxer?” 

Like most newspapers, the LA Times has seen its daily circulation drop precipitously — from approxi- 
mately one million 10 years ago to 376,000 currently. Stephen Frank attributes part of the reader drop 
to the newspaper’s leftist slant. 


Benghazi Panel Leader Denies Plan to Damage Hillary Clinton 

“T have no friends to reward and no foes to punish. We’re going to go wherever the facts take us.” 
Responding to claims by Democrats that the House Select Committee he leads would purposefully at- 
tack Hillary Clinton, Congressman Trey Gowdy (R-S.C.) insisted that the 
investigation into Clinton’s handling of the deadly attack in Benghazi that 
led to the death of four Americans was not politically oriented. 


TPP Agreement Opposed by Alabama Senator 

“It’s a nascent European Union. It’s going to put us in an international 
commission that allows the sultan of Brunei to have the same vote as the 
president of the United States.” 

Unilateral moves by President Obama regarding the completion of this 
pact confirm that Congress will have no say in making any changes to 
its text. Senator Jeff Sessions (R-Ala.) likens the prospect of anew TPP 
lB Commission to the European Commission that already holds power over 

the EU’s 28 formerly independent nations. 


AP Images 


Objection Raised to Keeping 10,000 U.S. Troops in Afghanistan 

“Protecting Americans from the relatively modest threat posed by the Taliban or Al Qaeda or ISIS — or 
all three combined for that matter — does not require the permanent stationing of U.S. forces in the 
Islamic world, especially given the evidence that the presence of American troops there serves less to 
pacify than to provoke.” 

Columnist Andrew Bacevich writes regularly about the use of our nation’s military forces. 


American Industrial Production Continues a Downward Slide 

“Stepping back from the monthly noise [of commentators], it’s clear that manufacturing is in trouble.” 
As America’s manufacturing sector continues to shrink, Pantheon Macroeconomics’ chief economist 
Ian Shepherdson doesn’t like what he sees and issued his gloomy assessment. 


Candidate’s Defense of Gun Ownership Sparks Sharp Response 
“T think the likelihood of Hitler being able to accomplish his goals would have been greatly diminished 
if the people had been armed.” cary : 

The comment by Dr. Ben Carson drew immediate and sharp disagreement —— 

from the Anti-Defamation League. 

Mr. Reid, It’s LGBT Not LBJ 

“And I’m satisfied that we’ve made a lot of progress with issues related 
to LBJ — lesbian, gay — anyway. What are the letters?” 

At a Capitol Hill news conference, Senate Minority Leader Harry Reid 
(D-Nev.) mixed up the initials for the lesbian, gay, bi-sexual, and trans- 


gender movement with the initials used to refer to former President Lyn- 


don Baines Johnson. @ 
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RYANS RISE 
TO STEAKER 


Even as House Speaker John Boehner retires because he has lost the confidence of the 
GOP members whom he leads, Paul Ryan, practically a Boehner clone, will take over. 


by Charles Scaliger 


ith the election of Wiscon- 
sin congressman Paul Ryan 
to speaker of the house, many 


Beltway insiders are publicly professing 
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hope that the internecine conflict and grid- 
lock of the Boehner years will be put aside. 
Ryan, we are now being told, is the face of 
legislative competence, a political prodigy 
who is one of Washington’s top policy 
experts and a proven dealmaker who can 


work with adversaries across the aisle. All 
of that is true, but is it what America needs? 
From his credentials and political history, 
Paul Ryan is a younger, more charismatic 
edition of John Boehner, favored by the 
Washington establishment for his ideo- 
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logical pliancy and willingness to continue 
the seemingly never-ending era of unre- 
strained government growth. Small wonder 
that Obama’s Deputy Press Secretary Eric 
Schultz recently told the press that Ryan 
was a man the president “can work with.” 


Ryan’s Pedigree 
Paul Ryan, a fifth-generation Wiscon- 
sinite, was probably born to be a politi- 
cian. His father, an accomplished lawyer, 
worked in the same building as the father 
of another well-known Wisconsin politi- 
cian, former Democratic senator Russ 
Feingold. The bright, affable Ryan expe- 
rienced family tragedy in his teenage years 
when he discovered his father dead in his 
bed of a heart attack at age 55. Determined 
to excel, he saved his father’s Social Se- 
curity benefits until he was 18 to pay for 
college. He enrolled in Miami of Ohio and 
majored in economics and political sci- 
ence, studying under libertarian professor 
Richard Hart. Hart introduced Ryan to the 
writings of free market economists such 
as Milton Friedman, Friedrich Hayek, and 
Ludwig von Mises, as well as the Objec- 
tivist philosophy and novels of Ayn Rand. 

Ryan, not content with armchair theo- 
rizing, was politically active in college, 
becoming active in the College Republi- 
cans and volunteering for the campaign of 
a then little-known up-and-coming Ohio 
politician named John Boehner. 

Ryan graduated from Miami of Ohio in 


UF, 


Ryan had voted in support of the Troubled Asset 
Relief Program (TARP), George W. Bush’s massive 
$700 billion bank bailout, aS well as the auto industry 
bailout, both of which had the effect of ratcheting up 


the national debt. 


1992 and, with the help of Professor Hart, 
received an internship to work in the D.C. 
office of Senator Bob Kasten (R-Wis.), 
where he specialized in foreign affairs. 
Unfortunately for Ryan, his boss was de- 
feated by upstart Democrat Russ Fein- 
gold later that same year, and he ended up 
working as a speechwriter for Empower 
America, a neoconservative think tank 
founded by Bill Bennet, Jean Kirkpatrick, 
and Jack Kemp, all marquee names in the 
neoconservative movement of the ’80s 
and ’90s. Kemp in particular became a 
telling influence on Ryan’s political and 
philosophical development. 

In 1998, back in Wisconsin, Ryan ran 
for office for the first time and was elect- 
ed to the House of Representatives out 
of Wisconsin’s First District. It was not 
long before Ryan attracted the attention 
of Republican movers and shakers in the 
House and was pegged as a future leader. 
His Wisconsin constituents reelected him 
term after term by large majorities. 

In 2007, Ryan, whose interest in fis- 
cal policy is well documented, became 


Bipartisanship: Paul Ryan discusses health insurance reform with President Obama in 2010. 
He and other Republicans do not disagree with Democrats on principle, but merely in degree. 
Both sides agree that the federal government should have a role in healthcare and healthcare 
insurance, even though it has no constitutional authority to do so. 
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the ranking member of the House Budget 
Committee and then chair of that commit- 
tee in 2011. In January of 2015, Ryan be- 
came chair of the even more consequential 
House Ways and Means Committee — the 
committee tasked with all revenue-raising 
policy in the House, and thus the single 
most powerful committee in Washington, 
since it embodies the House’s constitution- 
ally granted power over the purse strings. 

It was his selection as Mitt Romney’s 
running mate in the 2012 elections that 
turned Paul Ryan into a household name. 
Because Ryan had already been pegged by 
many of his colleagues as a future speaker 
of the house and presidential candidate by 
the beginning of the Obama administration, 
Romney’s choice was no surprise to Wash- 
ington insiders. Ryan had by 2012 gained a 
reputation as a compromiser and consensus 
builder — precisely the attributes valued by 
a Beltway establishment bent on maintain- 
ing the Big Government status quo. Ryan 
had voted in support of the Troubled Asset 
Relief Program (TARP), George W. Bush’s 
massive $700 billion bank bailout, as well 
as the auto industry bailout, both of which 
had the effect of ratcheting up the national 
debt without having a discernible impact 
on the economy as a whole. Both Bush 
bailouts were aimed at saving big banks 
and the Big Three automakers, but — like 
all corporate handouts — did nothing to 
improve the economy as a whole. Ryan 
also threw his support behind government- 
controlled healthcare, Republican-style, 
when he voted in 2003 in support of Presi- 
dent Bush’s Medicare Modernization Act 
(MMA), the largest overhaul of Medicare 
in its history up to that point. 

In other matters of fiscal policy, which 
have always been Ryan’s specialty, he has 
consistently stood for neocon alternatives, 
which typically involve modification rath- 
er than abolition of unconstitutional pro- 
grams. Ryan has long been a proponent of 
the “privatization” (rather than abolition) 
of Social Security, for example, and also 
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In 2013, with the presidential campaign safely in the 
rearview mirror, Ryan completely reversed his earlier 
position and came out in Support of adoption by 
Same-Sex couples, also claiming that he had always 
supported “civil unions” between same-sex couples. 


favors replacing Medicare with an equally 
unconstitutional voucher system. 

He has also long been an outspoken pro- 
ponent of line-item veto power for the presi- 
dent, which would allow the president the 
novel authority to veto only those portions 
of omnibus spending bills that he chooses. 
The line-item veto is in effect an extra-con- 
stitutional remedy for a problem created in 
the first place by government malfeasance, 
namely, the practice of creating massive 
“omnibus” spending bills running into thou- 
sands of pages, in which legislators can con- 
ceal all manner of pork. Omnibus bills are 
now beloved of both parties because they 
allow the Washington spending spree to 
continue without accountability. The line- 
item veto would give the president monar- 
chical prerogative of having the final say 
in what spending is allowable, to “solve” a 
problem that Congress itself has created. It 
is worth noting that, if Washington’s spend- 
ing were reduced from the thousands of line 
items now in practice to something closer to 
legitimate constitutional limits, the alleged 
need for a line-item veto to rein in the fiscal 
insanity would disappear. 

On education, Ryan’s views have also 
mirrored those of the neocon faction. He 
voted for the No Child Left Behind Act 
of 2001, and has pushed for government 
vouchers for students attending private 
school. 

The year after Obama won reelection, 
Ryan brokered the Bipartisan Budget Act 
of 2013, which he cosponsored along with 
Washington Democratic Senator Patty 
Murray, one of the most radical left-wing 
members of the entire legislature. Touted as 
a grand compromise, the Bipartisan Budget 
Act rolled back some of the restrictions im- 
posed by the sequesters — restrictions that 
Republicans promised to reinstate accord- 
ing to the terms of the act, but which have 
subsequently been dropped in the memory 
hole. The act raised government spending 
in 2014 and 2015, in exchange for prom- 
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ises that spending would be cut thereafter, 
promises that have failed to materialize 
since the Big Government spenders got 
what they wanted. The bill was intended 
to lower the deficit by a projected $23 bil- 
lion, a laughable amount given the fact that 
annual budget deficits are projected to av- 
erage about $500 billion per year into the 
2020s. Those are better than the trillion- 
plus dollar annual deficits logged during 
the depths of the Great Recession, but still 
amount to roughly half a trillion dollars per 
year added to the total federal debt (and 
those are the rosiest predictions, which 
very seldom come to pass where govern- 
ment spending is concerned). Although the 
bill’s sponsors claimed that it did not raise 
taxes, airline fees were raised significantly. 
No entitlement programs were touched in 
any way. In effect, the bill was a successful 
bid by Democrats to maintain the tax, bor- 
row, and spend status quo, gutting the hated 
sequesters into the bargain, and it had Paul 
Ryan’s fingerprints all over it. 
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Selling out the public: Paul Ryan was largely responsible for brokering a budget compromise 
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The Bipartisan Budget Act was roundly 
criticized by the partisans of liberty re- 
maining in the House. Republican Raul 
Labrador (R-Idaho), one of very few con- 
gressmen to have earned a 90 percent or 
higher cumulative Freedom Index score as 
tabulated by THE NEW AMERICAN, pointed 
out that “[the bill] makes promises to the 
American people that are false. Today the 
Democrats realized they were right all 
along, that we would never hold the line 
on the sequester.” Senators Rand Paul 
(R-Ky.) and Marco Rubio (R-Fla.) both 
opposed the bill, with Rubio calling it 
“irresponsible” and maintaining that the 
bill “cancels earlier spending reductions, 
instead of making some tough decisions 
about how to tackle our long-term fiscal 
challenges caused by runaway Washing- 
ton spending.” 

For his part, Ryan defended the bill for 
allowing no new spending (false) while cut- 
ting the deficit (by a trivial amount). The 
passage of this grotesque cave to obstreper- 
ous Democrats is one of the major reasons 
that Speaker John Boehner is perceived by 
his colleagues as unwilling to hold to elec- 
toral promises to reduce the size of govern- 
ment and cut government spending. And 
the charismatic Ryan has been his more me- 
diagenic sidekick through his entire tenure 
as speaker of the house. 

Ryan’s “Path to Prosperity” budget pro- 
posals would extend the fiscal irrespon- 


with ultra-liberal Democratic Senator Patty Murray, the Bipartisan Budget Act of 2013, which 
abandoned any pretense of Republican fiscal restraint, eliminating sequesters and promising 


future budget cuts that have yet to materialize. 
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Presidential aspirations: Paul Ryan became a household name when Mitt Romney chose him 


as his vice-presidential running mate in the GOP’s ill-conceived Republican presidential campaign 
of 2012. Ryan’s stock has continued to rise among fellow GOP insiders, propelling him to the 
highest office in the House and a possible presidential campaign of his own down the road. 


sibility well into the next decade, with a 
balanced budget not being attained until 
at least 2023. Fatuous statistics envisage 
annual budget deficits for the latter half of 
this decade and into the next in the tens of 
billions of dollars — instead of the hun- 
dreds of billions that we are actually see- 
ing — before finally melting away into a 
surplus of seven billion dollars in 2023. 
This, while government spending contin- 
ues to rise vertiginously by almost two tril- 
lion dollars during that same period. 

Paul Ryan has been a staunch supporter 
of Trade Promotion Authority (TPA; also 
known as “fast track authority”) for the 
president, including President Obama. By 
supporting the TPA, Congress has sur- 
rendered one of its most important con- 
stitutional prerogatives to the executive 
branch, the authority to give advice and 
consent to the president on all treaties. 
Under the terms of the TPA, the president 
retains his authority to negotiate trade 
deals (a kind of treaty), but Congress is 
not permitted to filibuster, amend, or oth- 
erwise modify them once the president 
presents them; they may only vote up 
or down on them in their entirety. It is a 
curious instance of cognitive dissonance 
that the same clique of accomodationist 
Republicans who urge compromise and 
discussion on us when it comes to the 
preparation, modification, and passage of 
omnibus spending bills insist that no such 
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messy mechanisms apply to the passage 
of international trade legislation. 

As for trade, Ryan has expressed sup- 
port for Obama’s Trans-Pacific Partnership 
(TPP, known informally as ObamaTrade), 
yet another mammoth international trade 
protocol (like NAFTA) that promises to 
lower tariffs and open doors in exchange 
for significant sovereignty concessions of 
member nations. As the debate of passage 
of NAFTA two decades ago demonstrat- 
ed, the neocon GOP establishment does 
not understand (or willfully conceals) the 
crucial difference between free trade and 
managed trade; the TPP, like NAFTA, is 
an instance of the latter, designed to im- 
pose yet more restrictions on the inde- 
pendence of sovereign nations such as 
the United States, and to prepare the way 
for more powerful organs of international 
government already being planned. This 
is why the TPP has been drawn up in strict 
secrecy, with even Senator Ron Wyden 
(D-Ore.), chair of the Senate Trade Sub- 
committee, being kept completely in the 
dark. Just as Eu- 
rope’s Common 
Market has been 
transformed into 
the EU, so too can 
the TPP, promoted 
by establishment 
Democrats and 
Republicans alike, 


be expected to “evolve” into a regional 
government apparatus sooner or later. 

On social issues Ryan, a family man 
and devout Catholic, enjoys a somewhat 
ambiguous reputation. Ryan is pro-life 
beyond any doubt, and has consistently 
fought against abortion on demand. Ryan 
also has opposed same-sex “marriage,” but 
his posture in recent years has become a 
little unclear. In his early legislative career, 
he favored a constitutional amendment 
banning same-sex marriage, and opposed 
adoption by same-sex couples. However, 
in 2007 he voted for the Employment Non- 
Discrimination Act, a grotesquely uncon- 
stitutional piece of legislation rejected by 
most of his fellow Republicans, which pro- 
hibited employers from practicing any kind 
of “discrimination” in hiring — includ- 
ing so-called sexual orientation. In 2013, 
with the presidential campaign safely in 
the rearview mirror, Ryan completely re- 
versed his earlier position and came out in 
support of adoption by same-sex couples, 
also claiming that he had always supported 
“civil unions” between same-sex couples. 

ci Jo as Doctrinaire 
Philosophically, Ryan — like most neo- 
cons and vaguely-defined “conserva- 
tives” — is prone to being “tossed to and 
fro, and carried about with every wind of 
doctrine,” exhibiting no ideological con- 
sistency other than allegiance to what is 
fashionable to the mainstream Right. In 
his early career, for example, Ryan was 
wont to profess his admiration for icons 
of libertarian thought such as Ludwig von 
Mises, Friedrich Hayek, and Ayn Rand 
— especially Rand. For all her quirks, 
Rand’s two best-known works, The 
Fountainhead and Atlas Shrugged, pro- 
vided an eloquent defense of laissez-faire 
capitalism and limited government that, 
in their time, were welcome and widely 
read antidotes to the adulatory statism 
of the mid-20th century. As recently as 
2005, in an address to the Atlas Society in 
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honor of Ayn Rand, Ryan lavished praise 
on the late high priestess of Objectivism: 


check my premises so that I know that 
what I’m believing and doing and ad- 


I grew up reading Ayn Rand and it 
taught me quite a bit about who I am 
and what my value systems are, and 
what my beliefs are. It’s inspired me 
so much that it’s required reading in 
my office for all my interns and my 
staff. We start with Atlas Shrugged. 
People tell me I need to start with The 
Fountainhead then go to Atlas 
Shrugged. There’s a big debate about 
that. We go to Fountainhead, but then 
we move on, and we require Mises 
and Hayek as well... It’s so important 
that we go back to our roots to look 
at Ayn Rand’s vision, her writings, to 
see what our girding, under-grounding 
[sic] principles are. I always go back 
to, you know, Francisco d’ Anconia’s 
speech ... on money when I think 
about monetary policy. And then I go 
to the 64-page John Galt speech, you 
know, on the radio at the end, and go 
back to a lot of other things that she 
did, to try and make sure that I can 


vancing are square with the key prin- 
ciples of individualism. 


Yet a few years later, when Ryan found 
himself on the presidential ticket, he sud- 
denly became embarrassed by his past 
views, and tried to cover up his former in- 
terest in Ayn Rand. Calling claims that he 
had ever been a devotee of Ayn Rand an 
“urban legend,” Ryan insisted that “I re- 
ject her philosophy. It’s an atheist philoso- 
phy. It reduces human interactions down 
to mere contracts and it is antithetical to 
my worldview. If somebody is going to try 
to paste a person’s view on epistemology 
to me, then give me Thomas Aquinas.... 
Don’t give me Ayn Rand.” The fact that 
Ryan had boasted publicly about mak- 
ing Rand required reading for his staffers 
speaks volumes about his credibility. 

As for Paul Ryan’s own Freedom Index 
record, his cumulative score is a tepid 58 
percent, little higher than that of the man 
he replaced as speaker. His initial score, 
in the 106th Congress, was 56 percent, 


but it has dropped as low as 46 percent 
(108th Congress), and most recently 
registered 50 percent (114th Congress). 
His lone respectable score, 89 percent, 
came during the 111th Congress (2009- 
2010), when House Republicans were an 
embattled minority alongside their out- 
numbered Senate colleagues during the 
first two years of the Obama presidency. 
Such numbers undermine the credibility 
of Paul Ryan when Republicans are actu- 
ally in a position to force real change — 
times like right now. 

Speaker of the House Ryan now expects 
the minority of true conservatives in the 
House — the valiant remnant of a couple 
dozen men and women who do more than 
pay lip service to the Constitution and lim- 
ited government — to fall in line and stop 
opposing efforts of the Republican estab- 
lishment to cut deals with the Democrats. 
Time will tell if Ryan’s charisma enables 
him to browbeat the Freedom Caucus into 
compliance, or whether the embattled mi- 
nority of patriots in the House — such as 
Justin Amash, Thomas Massie, and Raul 
Labrador — are able to hold the line. Ml 
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A look at 10 GOP presidential candidates 


based on 10 key issues 


by Christian Gomez 


EE he sheer number of candidates 

now running for president of the 

United States, particularly on the 
Republican side, makes the task of learn- 
ing the positions of each candidate daunt- 
ing, to say the least. The nationally tele- 
vised debates certainly shed some light on 
the candidates’ positions, but the questions 
that should be asked often are not posed, 
the candidates on the debate stage do not 
get equal time, and, for the most part, the 
viewers do not have the background to 
know how candidates’ current positions 
square with what they may have said or 
done in the past. 

To help our readers gain a better under- 
standing of the presidential candidates, 
we have prepared a series of 13 profiles 
on the candidates for president who have 
generally scored at least one percent or 
higher in national pubic opinion polls 
— 10 Republicans and three Democrats. 
Candidates who have not broken the one- 
percent threshold are not included in our 
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overview. Each candidate’s profile is two 
pages long, and each profile surveys the 
candidate based on 10 key issues: 

¢ Abortion 

¢ China 

* Federal Reserve 

* Foreign Aid 

¢ Healthcare/Repealing ObamaCare 

¢ Immigration 

¢ International Terrorism and ISIS 

¢ Privacy: PATRIOT Act and NSA Sur- 
veillance 

¢ Same-sex “Marriage” and Religious 
Liberty 

¢ Trans-Pacific Partnership 

In the 20 pages that follow, we take a 
look at the 10 GOP presidential candidates 
included in our overview. In the next (De- 
cember 7, 2015) issue of THE NEW AMERI- 
CAN, we will look at the three Democrats 
— Hillary Clinton, Bernie Sanders, and 
Martin O’ Malley. 

We have confined our overview of the 
candidates to their professed positions 
without opining on the rightness or wrong- 
ness of those positions. But as always, we 


ask readers to evaluate all candidates’ po- 
sitions based on the U.S. Constitution. Un- 
fortunately, no candidate’s positions are in 
100-percent accord with the Constitution, 
as the information assembled shows. For 
instance, no candidate states he would end 
all U.S. foreign aid, period, despite the fact 
that the U.S. foreign aid program is uncon- 
stitutional. 

Finally, we ask readers to keep in mind 
that the Congress, not the president, is the 
key to restoring sound (read: constitution- 
al) government in Washington. For more 
on this, see page 44. 
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he son of 

former Presi- 

dent George H. W. Bush 
and younger brother of former President 
George W. Bush, Jeb Bush served as gov- 
ernor of Florida from 1999 to 2007. For- 
mer Governor Jeb Bush announced his 
candidacy for the Republican presidential 
nomination on June 15, 2015. 


As governor of Florida, Jeb Bush had a 
strong pro-life record. Governor Bush 
fought, and at times intervened, to stop 
abortions from taking place in cases of rape, 
pregnant minors, and mentally disabled 
women. Governor Bush signed House Bill 
501 to create “Choose Life” license plates, 
which allocated the proceeds to local preg- 
nancy care centers via Choose Life, Inc. 


On January 17, 2012, former Florida Gover- 
nor Jeb Bush met with then-Vice President 
(now President and General-Secretary of 
the Communist Party of China) Xi Jinping 
at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing. 
There, according to an article published on 
the Communist Party of China’s official 
website, Bush and Xi called “for closer 
cooperation between China and the United 
States.” The article further noted that “Xi 
took time during the meeting to applaud 
Bush’s attention to, and efforts in, the devel- 
opment of China-U.S. relations.” On Febru- 
ary 18, 2015, the Wall Street Journal quoted 
Jeb Bush saying, “We have an ongoing, deep 
relationship” with China. Bush “counseled 
to let it evolve.” If elected president, Bush 


16 


would 
likely continue 
negotiations on the 
ongoing U.S.-China Bilateral 
Investment Treaty originally begun in 
2008 under his brother President George W. 
Bush and then-Chinese President Hu Jintao. 


Jeb Bush has remained virtually silent 
about the Federal Reserve in recent years; 
however, one of his top economic advi- 
sors is Kevin Warsh, a current member of 
the Bilderberg Group’s Steering Commit- 
tee and a member of the Federal Reserve’s 
Board of Governors from 2006 to 2011. 


Pro-foreign aid, Jeb Bush has stated that 
foreign aid should be used as a tool to 
influence and spread American values 
abroad, rather than to win friends, which 
he says is “not a proper use of foreign aid.” 
On Fox News’s On the Record With Greta 
Van Susteren, on August 12, 2015, Bush 
said, “Our foreign aid should reflect our 
values, should reflect our free market phi- 
losophy economically. We shouldn’t give 
aid to countries that deters their interest in 
reforming so that their people can rise up.” 


Jeb Bush has taken a softer approach 
toward repealing ObamaCare, saying, 


“T think Republicans need to just take a 
step back and show a little self-restraint 
and let this happen a little more organi- 
cally,” according to Politico.com. How- 
ever, Bush does advocate for an alterna- 
tive “catastrophe” healthcare insurance 
plan to replace ObamaCare. According 
to Politico.com, Bush reportedly said, 
“The effort by the state, by the govern- 
ment, ought to be to try to create cata- 
strophic coverage, where there is relief 
for families in our country, where if you 
have a hardship that goes way beyond 
your means of paying for it, the govern- 
ment is there or an entity is there to help 
you deal with that.” 


On August 3, 2015, Jeb Bush posted a de- 
tailed six-point summary of his immigra- 
tion plan to his campaign website. Bush’s 
proposal, entitled “Securing the Border 
and Enforcing Our Immigration Laws,” 
calls for: 1) building a “forward-leaning 
Border Patrol (BP)” with the “flexibility 
to deploy resources as needed,” by way 
of creating “more forward-operating 
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bases” to minimize the response time 
of agents on the border; 2) utilizing 
new surveillance technologies such as 
“drones, advanced sensors, and radars”; 
3) improving existing infrastructure as 
well as the creation of new roads in order 
to enable agents to respond to otherwise 
inaccessible areas and also granting BP 
agents access to federal lands currently 
restricted due to environmental rules and 
regulations; 4) utilizing an E-Verify sys- 
tem in order to “ensure that American 
businesses are not hiring illegal immi- 
grants”; 5) tracking down and deport- 
ing individuals who overstay their visas 
or “otherwise violate the terms of their 
admission”; and 6) cracking down on 
sanctuary cities by withholding federal 
law-enforcement funds to those cities and 
also “expand[ing] federal partnerships 
that train state and local police to help 
enforce immigration laws, particularly in 
jails and prisons.” 

Bush’s immigration plan is almost 
identical to that of the 2013 Gang of Eight 
amnesty bill proposed by Senators Marco 
Rubio and Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y.). On 
March 15, 2015, Jeb Bush expressed to 
the Wall Street Journal his support for the 
2013 Gang of Eight bill. “If you could get 
a consensus done, where you could have 
a bill done and it was 15 years [to achieve 
citizenship] as the Senate Gang of Eight 
did, I’d be supportive of that,” Bush said. 
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Although not mentioning Trump’s name, 
Bush’s six-point immigration plan con- 
cludes by attacking the concept of deporting 
those currently illegally residing in the Unit- 
ed States as advocated by Trump: “While 
passions run high on this issue, there is no 
rational plan to deport millions of people 
that the American people would support. 
It would disrupt communities and families 
and could cost taxpayers hundreds of bil- 
lions of dollars,” Bush states on his website. 


During the Fox News/Facebook Republi- 
can Debate, aired on August 6, 2015, Jeb 
Bush said, “To honor the people that died, 
we need to stop the Iran agreement, for 
sure, because the Iranian mullahs have their 
blood on their hands, and we need to take 
out ISIS with every tool at our disposal.” 
Despite admitting that his brother’s 
invasion of Iraq was a mistake, Jeb Bush 
blames the rise and expansion of ISIS on 
the “power vacuum” created by President 
Obama when he pulled out of Iraq. Bush 
has criticized Obama’s approach toward 
ISIS as “minimalist” and vows to elimi- 
nate the organization if elected president. 


On April 21, 2015, during a radio inter- 
view on the Michael Medved Show, Jeb 
Bush praised President Barack Obama 
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over NSA surveillance and metadata col- 
lection. “I would say the best part of the 
Obama administration would be his con- 
tinuance of the protections of the home- 
land using, you know, the big metadata 
programs, the NSA being enhanced,” 
Bush said. Bush further added, “Even 
though he never defends it, even though 
he never openly admits it, there has been 
a continuation of a very important ser- 
vice, which is the first obligation I think 
of our national government is to keep us 
safe.” 

Jeb Bush has also defended the 
PATRIOT Act from criticism. “There’s 
not a shred of evidence that anybody’s 
civil liberties have been violated by it. 
Not a shred,” Bush said after a breakfast 
organized by the Concord Chamber of 
Commerce, on May 21, 2015. Accord- 
ing to Business Insider, during the same 
campaign venue, “Bush vocalized his sup- 
port for NSA surveillance.” On August 18, 
2015, Bush stated that the NSA’s power 
should be broadened to “make sure that 
evildoers aren’t in our midst.” 


Although opposed to the Supreme Court’s 
decision in Obergefell v. Hodges, which 
legalized same-sex marriage, Bush says 
that the “law,” i.e., the court’s decision, 
must be obeyed, but also says that ac- 
commodations should be made for people 
with religious objections. During the Sec- 
ond Republican Debate on CNN, aired 
on September 16, 2015, Bush said, “You 
can’t just say, ‘well, they — gays can’t get 
married now.’” 


In a guest article for Medium.com pub- 
lished on April 22, 2015, Bush declared 
his support for President Obama’s Trans- 
Pacific Partnership (TPP) initiative and 
attacked Hillary Clinton for her recent 
apparent flip-flopping. “I have no prob- 
lem supporting TPP,” Bush wrote. In the 
same article Bush states that he agrees 
with Hillary Clinton, who described the 
TPP as a “great deal for America.” Bush 
further elaborated that the TPP “would 
strengthen our ties to our allies through- 
out the Pacific region, including our close 
allies and partners in Australia, Mexico 
and Japan.” 
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neurosurgeon 

Dr. Benjamin Carson gar- 
nered nationwide publicity for his hu- 
morous yet critical remarks about Presi- 
dent Obama at the 2013 National Prayer 
Breakfast. On May 4, 2015, Dr. Carson 
formally announced his candidacy for 
the Republican presidential nomination 
in his hometown at Detroit’s Music Hall 
Center for the Performing Arts. 


Despite strong pro-life rhetoric, Carson 
has a mixed record on abortion and the 
sanctity of human life. For example, as 
a physician Carson referred pregnant 
women carrying babies with genetic de- 
fects to doctors willing to perform abor- 
tions, and he has conducted research on 
fetal tissue derived from aborted babies. 
However, Carson is currently very much 
opposed to embryonic stem-cell research, 
noting the little scientific value derived 
from such medical research. 


In a guest article published by The Na- 
tional Interest on September 24, 2015, 
Dr. Carson called China “America’s most 
serious long-term strategic challenge.” 
Dr. Carson argues in favor of maintain- 
ing a “strong military presence in Asia,” 
designed to “serve as a deterrent to Chi- 
nese aggression.” He calls for “the re-es- 
tablishment [of] a U.S. military presence 
in the Philippines and support for Japan 
to undertake a combat role in collective 
security.” Carson also advocates chal- 
lenging China’s territorial sea claims by 
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“sailing or 
flying by Chi- 
na’s artificial islands in 
the South China Sea with US. 
military aircraft or vessels to make clear 
that America does not recognize the arti- 
ficial islands’ legitimacy under interna- 
tional law.” He further advocates that the 
U.S. “retaliate against China” for com- 
mitting “large-scale cyber espionage.” 


Dr. Carson has voiced concern about the 
lack of sound money, saying, “We don’t 
really have a solid basis for our dollar.” 
According to Newsweek magazine, in 
2014, when asked “about reviewing the 
role of the Federal Reserve,” Carson 
replied, “I definitely think we need to 
start looking.” However, on January 28, 
2015, Forbes quoted Dr. Carson as say- 
ing, “There are both good and bad things 
about the Fed.” 


On July 29, 2015, appearing on Fox 
News’ Special Report, Dr. Carson ex- 
plained his general opposition to foreign 
aid. “The reason that I’m not interested 
in America giving away billions of dol- 
lars to other countries is because we don’t 
have billions of dollars to give away,” 
he said. “We’re borrowing money from 


other people, paying the interest, and then 
giving it as foreign aid to people. That 
doesn’t make any sense. That’s crazi- 
ness.” Dr. Carson has previously called 
for the elimination of all foreign aid; 
however he does make an exception for 
Israel, which he notes is a “strategic ally.” 


Dr. Carson favored government-run 
healthcare before he was against it. In 
1996, he wrote an essay published by 
the Harvard Journal of Minority Public 
Health outlining his own version of gov- 
ernment healthcare. In the essay, entitled 
“Health Care Reform — A Paradigm 
Shift,” Dr. Carson proposed government- 
run catastrophic healthcare funded by the 
compulsory seizure of profits from insur- 
ance companies and replacing Medicaid 
with “health care vouchers” for the poor 
similar to food stamps, as well as a na- 
tional medical-records database, allow- 
ing the elderly “the dignity of dying in 
comfort, at home,” and the creation of 
“national guidelines” to determine “who 
should be treated and who should not 
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be” (which would be the same as “death 
panels”). Dr. Carson no longer advocates 
these views. 

Despite prior preconceived notions on 
income equality and the necessity of gov- 
ernment-run healthcare, Dr. Carson has 
become an outspoken critic against Obam- 
aCare. In a guest article he wrote for the 
Washington Times, published on Decem- 
ber 9, 2014, Dr. Carson said, ““When the 
preamble to the Constitution of the United 
States talks about, ‘the general welfare,’ it 
is talking about things that are good for all 
Americans and not just the chosen few at 
the expense of others.” 

Dr. Carson has been one of the most 
vocal critics of ObamaCare in terms of 
its constitutionality, cost, regulations, and 
actual effectiveness in providing health- 
care. Rather than government control 
over healthcare, Dr. Carson favors Health 
Saving Accounts (HSAs), which he says 
will “empower families to make their 
own decisions about their medical treat- 
ment” and “will also drive down health 
care costs while protecting patient choice 
and freedom.” 


During a tour of the U.S.-Mexico border 
in Naco, Arizona, on August 21, 2015, 
Dr. Carson explained to reporters that the 


www. TheNewAmerican.com 


current fence on the Arizona-Mexico bor- 
der would only “slow down” immigrants 
illegally crossing the border, as opposed 
to stopping them from entering. “A wall 
or fence is a good thing but not in isola- 
tion,” he said. Carson advocates expand- 
ing the number of Border Patrol agents on 
the U.S.-Mexico border to stop the flow 
of illegal immigrants. 

As for those who have already illegally 
entered and currently reside in the United 
States, Carson told a group of prominent 
Latino elected officials on June 20, 2015 
that he also supports a path toward their 
legalization and eventual citizenship, 
i.e., amnesty. “Many of them have never 
known any other country,” Carson told 
the Latino officials, “to where are you 
going to send them?” Carson elaborated 
that the United States must “provide them 
a way so that they don’t have to hide in 
the shadows” and instead “give them an 
opportunity to become guest-workers,” 
further explaining that they would then 
“have to enroll in a back tax program.” 


Although Dr. Carson initially opposed 
the U.S. wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, 
when asked by Fox News’ Bill O’Reilly 
on September 17, 2015 how he would 
“defeat ISIS,” Carson replied, “Well first 


of all, make it very clear that we do want 
to defeat them and I would use everything 
available to us.” 

Dr. Carson further elaborated, “And 
I believe that it would probably require 
that we actually put some men on the 
ground.” However, rather than going 
into Syria, which Carson opposes, he ad- 
vocates sending troops back into Iraq to 
drive ISIS out of Iraq into Syria, which 
Carson explains, “That’s a big part of the 
victory, because that’s part of their ca- 
liphate. That’s the majority of the caliph- 
ate, in Iraq.” 


On May 20, 2015, in an interview with The 
Hill, Ben Carson took a soft or moderate 
stance on the PATRIOT Acct. “I think some 
aspects of the PATRIOT Act are wise,” Dr. 
Carson said, “but certainly in terms of the 
Fourth Amendment, the unwarranted min- 
ing of data from citizens is a violation. I 
totally oppose that.” Carson further said, 
“Our authorities can get a warrant any time 
they want. If they need it in the middle of 
the night they can get it, no problem.” 


On September 8, 2015, Dr. Carson told 
Fox News’ Megyn Kelly, “Congress now 
has a responsibility to step to the plate and 
protect the rights of all Americans.” Car- 
son believes in traditional marriage and 
acknowledges that the United States “is a 
Judeo-Christian nation in the sense that a lot 
of our values and principles are based on our 
Judeo-Christian faith,” Carson told Kelly. 


Dr. Carson opposes the TPP. When asked 
if he would give Trade Promotion Au- 
thority (TPA) to President Obama to fast- 
track trade agreements such as the TPP, 
Dr. Carson told the Huffington Post, “I 
would not.” Dr. Carson further elabo- 
rated, “I think free trade is a wonderful 
thing, but I think it needs to be done the 
right way.” Carson continued, “We are a 
republic, and that means that the people 
are in charge through their representa- 
tives, and the president is only one per- 
son. And I think we need to have much 
more input. These are very important 
agreements that need to be made.” 
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ew Jersey 

Governor Christopher 
“Chris” Christie made a reputation with 
his confrontational and outspoken re- 
marks, unafraid to say what is on his 
mind. At the age of 15, Christie entered 
the world of politics as a volunteer for 
the gubernatorial campaign of Republi- 
can New Jersey Governor Thomas Kean. 
Christie later campaigned for Presidents 
George H. W. Bush and George W. Bush. 
On December 7, 2001, President George 
W. Bush appointed Christie as U.S. attor- 
ney for the District of New Jersey, which 
Christie held until 2008. Christie defeated 
incumbent Democratic Governor Jon Cor- 
zine in the 2009 New Jersey gubernatorial 
election and was reelected in 2013. On 
June 30, 2015, Governor Christie formally 
announced his candidacy for the Republi- 
can presidential nomination. 


Governor Chris Christie has repeatedly 
vetoed measures funding Planned Par- 
enthood and expanding access to family- 
planning abortion services in New Jersey. 
On June 26, 2011, addressing the issue of 
abortion while on NBC’s Meet the Press, 
Governor Christie said, “Here’s my posi- 
tion on it. My name’s the name on the bal- 
lot. I am pro-life, I believe in exceptions 
for rape, incest and the life of the mother. 
That’s my position, take it or leave it.” 


According to the Associated Press, Chris 
Christie told voters at a campaign event 
in New Hampshire on June 9, 2015, “That 
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[China] 
is an issue 
that we can han- 

dle militarily by going 
out there and making sure that 
we show them that we don’t respect 
their claims to these artificial islands in 
the South China Sea that they’re build- 
ing that they’re saying are theirs that are 
hundreds and hundreds of miles from the 
coast of China and are clearly in interna- 
tional waters.” 


Governor Christie has criticized the fed 
for its “printing of money” and slashing 
of interest rates, which he says will cause 
“real problems as we move forward.” On 
May 12, 2015, Governor Christie said, 
“The Fed’s easy money policies and the 
president’s anti-growth policies have 
made the rich even richer and made our 
middle class work longer and harder for 
less pay and less promise for their future.” 

Instead, Christie believes the Fed 
should have increased interest rates. On 
November 2, 2015, in an interview with 
the Fox Business Network’s Maria Barti- 
romo, Governor Christie said, “The Fed, 
who has kept the interest rates at zero now 
have nothing in the toolbox in case we do 
go into recession. Where are we going to 
go from here? They should have been rais- 
ing rates appropriately before.” 


Bartiromo followed up by asking 
Christie what he would do with the Fed- 
eral Reserve if elected president. Chris- 
tie argued in favor of keeping the Fed 
independent from politics. “You want 
the Federal Reserve to be independent 
and you want them to make decisions not 
based upon politics but upon sound mon- 
etary policy,” he said. “And also, the Fed 
should be audited to make sure that ev- 
eryone has a sense of comfort that we’re 
doing what we need to do especially after 
a number of rounds of quantitative eas- 
ing,” Christie added. 


Governor Christie supports foreign aid to 
Israel. During the Fox News/Facebook 
Republican Debate, aired on August 6, 
2015, Christie said, “I don’t disagree with 
Senator Paul’s position that we shouldn’t 
be funding our enemies. But I absolutely 
believe that Israel is a priority to be able 
to fund and keep them strong and safe 
after eight years of this administration.” 
Aside from providing financial and mili- 
tary assistance to Israel, Christie touts the 
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typical conservative line of opposing for- 
eign aid to “enemy” nations. 


On June 6, 2015, Governor Chris Christie 
said, “If Congress messed up the statute, 
the Congress and the President created 
the statute; they should fix it. If they’re 
saying it’s not what they intended, then 
go back and fix it.” 

Christie has previously called Obama- 
Care a failed program from the start, but 
more recently has called for Congress to 
“fix it,” suggesting that if modified by Con- 
gress, ObamaCare is here to stay. Christie 
refused to create the healthcare exchange 
for New Jersey, but instead expanded Med- 
icaid coverage within the state. 

Christie also believes in expanding 
healthcare options for veterans. His offi- 
cial presidential campaign website states, 
“Governor Christie believes veterans 
should be able to receive their health care 
benefit from any medical institution.” 


On December 20, 2013, Governor Chris- 
tie signed into law the Tuition Equality 
Act, commonly known as the New Jersey 
Dream Act, which grants in-state college 
tuition rates to illegal immigrants residing 
in New Jersey. The legislation was a com- 
promise between Governor Christie and 
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Senate Democrats in the New Jersey Legis- 
lature. Governor Christie agreed to sign the 
bill under the condition that the Democrats 
strike a provision that would have granted 
illegal immigrants access to state financial 
aid. Christie has also wavered on his support 
for what he once called a “common sense 
path to citizenship” for illegal immigrants 
currently residing in the United States. On 
August 4, 2015, during a campaign event in 
New Hampshire, Christie said, “This path 
to citizenship stuff is garbage.” 


On April 15, 2015, Governor Christie said, 
“We have to be willing as Americans to say, 
if need be, we’ll also put soldiers into the 
fight.” When asked by Fox News’ Sean 
Hannity on how he would “deal with ISIS 
as president,” Christie replied, “First, we’ ve 
got to empower our allies in the region.” 
Christie explained that he would train and 
provide intelligence to the military forces of 
Jordan, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, and the United 
Arab Emirates, relying on them to send the 
necessary ground forces to defeat ISIS. 


Governor Christie is a strong proponent of 
the PATRIOT Act and advocate of expand- 
ing the NSA’s powers even further. On May 
22, 2015, as reauthorization of the PATRIOT 


Act was being debated among Republicans 
on Capitol Hill, he said, “This debate that 
we’re having right now about the PATRI- 
OT Act — it’s a very dangerous debate.” 
Referring to Senator Rand Paul, Governor 
Christie continued, “It’s done by people 
with no experience dealing with what I’ve 
dealt with.” In defense of the PATRIOT Acct, 
Christie further added, “I’m the only person 
in this national conversation who has used 
the PATRIOT Act, signed off on it, [and] 
convicted terrorists because of it.” 

On June 19, 2015, while again defend- 
ing the PATRIOT Act, Governor Christie 
took another swipe at Rand Paul without 
mentioning his name. “This is about life 
and death for our country, and I stand for 
keeping America safe and making Ameri- 
ca strong and not giving political speeches 
on the floor of the Senate to raise money 
for a political campaign,” Christie said. 


On September 8, 2015, appearing on Fox 
News, Governor Chris Christie said of the 
Supreme Court’s ruling in favor of same-sex 
marriage, “You have to follow the law, and 
the law is these licenses have to be issued.” 

Despite personal disagreement with the 
decision, Governor Christie accepts the 
Supreme Court’s ruling as final, just as he 
did when the New Jersey Superior Court 
tuled that New Jersey could not prohibit 
same-sex couples from marrying. When 
the U.S. Supreme Court denied the Chris- 
tie administration’s request to halt the 
Superior Court’s decision pending an ap- 
peal, Christie withdrew the state’s appeal, 
thus removing any obstacles to same-sex 
marriage in New Jersey. 


Governor Christie supports the TPP but 
does not trust President Obama with its 
negotiation. Instead, Christie wants a 
Republican president to negotiate and 
oversee its implementation. On April 14, 
2015, Governor Christie said, “I’m sure 
we could get TPP in the kind of shape 
that it needs to be to be able to be a force 
for good in the world, not only for us but 
for other countries that we engage in the 
partnership with. But I have real concerns 
about this president’s ability to negotiate 
anything that represents a great deal for 
America.” 
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enator 

Rafael Edward “Ted” 
Cruz (R-Texas) is generally regarded as 
one of the most conservative senators. Cruz 
has a 100-percent lifetime rating from the 
American Conservative Union, 100 percent 
from the Heritage Foundation’s “Heritage 
Action” scorecard, and 89 percent from THE 
NEw AMERICAN’S “Freedom Index,” which 
rates congressmen according to the Consti- 
tution. Prior to becoming senator, Ted Cruz 
served as Texas solicitor general from 2003 
to 2008. On March 23, 2015, Senator Cruz 
formally announced his candidacy for the 
Republican presidential nomination. 


As solicitor general of Texas, Ted Cruz suc- 
cessfully led 18 states in defending New 
Hampshire’s parental notification law in 
the 2006 U.S. Supreme Court case Ayotte v. 
Planned Parenthood of Northern New Eng- 
land. In the 2007 U.S. Supreme Court case 
Gonzales v. Carhart, Cruz successfully de- 
fended the Partial Birth Abortion Ban Act, 
which prohibits physicians from knowingly 
conducting a form of partial-birth abortion 
known as “dilation and extraction” (D&X) 
or “intact D&E,” on behalf of 13 states. 


On October 11, 2011, Senator Cruz voted 
against the Currency Exchange Rate Over- 
sight Reform Act of 2011 (S. 1619). This 
bill would have cracked down on China’s 
currency manipulation, and would have 
empowered small and private business that 
could clearly demonstrate they have been 
damaged as a result of dumping caused by 
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Chinese 
currency ma- 
nipulation to require 
the Department of Com- 
merce to open an investigation. 
During an interview on The Laura Ingra- 
ham Show Cruz said about the bill, “I don’t 
support that bill. I understand the concerns 
about China and I think we need to be vig- 
orous in dealing with China but I think it’s a 
mistake to try to start a trade war with them.” 


On January 6, 2014, Senator Cruz voted 
against the confirmation of Janet Yellen to 
be chairman of the Board of Governors of 
the Federal Reserve System. Cruz cospon- 
sored Senator Rand Paul’s Federal Reserve 
Transparency Act of 2013 (S. 209) and 
his Federal Reserve Transparency Act of 
2015 (S. 264). On January 28, 2015, in an 
official press release, Senator Cruz said, 
“Enough is enough. The Federal Reserve 
needs to fully open its books so Congress 
and the American people can see what has 
been going on. This is a crucial first step to 
getting back to a more stable dollar and a 
healthy economy for the long term.” 


Senator Cruz supported cutting off for- 
eign aid to Egypt following the 2013 
coup d’état that resulted in the Muslim 


Brotherhood government of Mohamed 
Morsi. On July 31, 2013, Senator Cruz 
voted against a motion offered by Sena- 
tor Bob Corker (R-Tenn.) to table (kill) 
an amendment introduced by Senator 
Rand Paul to prohibit the United States 
from sending foreign aid to Egypt until 
another “democratic” election occurs. In 
2013, Cruz also called for cutting off all 
foreign aid to Iraq unless the Iraqi gov- 
ernment agreed to prohibit Iran access to 
its airspace. Cruz has, however, voted to 
provide foreign aid to Ukraine. 


On February 2, 2015, Senator Cruz intro- 
duced S. 177, a bill to “repeal the Patient 
Protection and Affordable Care Act and the 
Health Care and Education Reconciliation 
Act of 2010 entirely,” dubbed the “Obama- 
care Repeal Act.” According to an official 
press release from the office of Senator 
Cruz, “The Obamacare Repeal Act fully 
repeals Obamacare effective 180 days after 
its enactment.” Cruz’s ObamaCare Repeal 
Act would also provide “Congress and the 
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states the intervening six months to de- 
velop and vote on patient-oriented health 
care reform that will incrementally unravel 
Obamacare’s structural damage to our 
health care system and economy.” 


In an interview with Shark-Tank.com, 
posted on YouTube on August 9, 2015, 
Senator Cruz was again asked if he sup- 
ported some kind of path to amnesty, to 
which Cruz replied, “There should be no 
pathway to citizenship for those who are 
here illegally. I don’t support amnesty.” 
Of President Obama’s immigration policy 
Cruz also said, “It is a transformational 
policy, if amnesty goes through. It changes 
who we are as a country.” In the Senate, 
Cruz has consistently opposed amnesty or 
any other pathway to citizenship propos- 
als, vigorously fighting against the 2013 
Gang of Eight bipartisan immigration bill. 


On October 7, 2015, Senator Cruz said 
in an interview with Fox News, “You ask 
what should we be doing? We should stop 
engaging in the fiction in trying to find 
these moderate rebels and support them. 
We should stop the fiction of trying to bring 
together the Sunnis and the Shias to put 
down their arms and embrace like broth- 
ers. Instead, we should defend U.S. nation- 
al security interests and do what works to 
defeat ISIS.” Senator Cruz has previously 
stated on Fox News’ Hannity, “The objec- 
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tive should be to destroy ISIS.” Although 
hesitant to send U.S. ground troops, Cruz 
believes that a decision should ultimately 
be decided by the military. Cruz advocates 
that the United States should instead rely on 
the Kurdish fighters as the primary boots on 
the ground to defeat ISIS. 


On April 28, 2015, Senator Cruz said, “A 
clean reauthorization of the USA PATRI- 
OT Act’s bulk record collection program 
is not acceptable.” He added, “It is abso- 
lutely critical for Congress to balance the 
privacy interests of law-abiding citizens 
against the public’s interest in national 
security.” Instead Cruz cosponsored the 
bipartisan USA FREEDOM Act of 2015. 
“The USA FREEDOM Act of 2015 strikes 
the right balance by ending the National 
Security Agency’s unfettered data col- 
lection program and implementing other 
surveillance reforms, while at the same 
time preserving the government’s ability 
to obtain information to track down terror- 
ists when it has sufficient justification and 
support for doing so,” Cruz said. Senator 
Cruz voted in favor of passage of the USA 
FREEDOM Act on June 2, 2015. 


In 2005, as solicitor general of Texas, 
Ted Cruz successfully prevented a granite 
monument of the 10 Commandments from 
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being removed from the Texas Capitol 
grounds in the U.S. Supreme Court case 
Van Orden v. Perry. 

On April 23, 2015, Senator Cruz in- 
troduced the Protect Marriage from the 
Courts Act of 2015 (S. 1080), which 
would prohibit the federal courts from 
ruling on marriage cases. According to a 
press release on Ted Cruz’s Senate web- 
site about his bill, “Pursuant to Congress’ 
power under Article III of the Constitu- 
tion to limit the jurisdiction of the lower 
federal courts and to make exceptions to 
the appellate jurisdiction of the Supreme 
Court ... this legislation restricts the ju- 
risdiction of federal courts to determine 
the constitutionality of state laws defining 
marriage as the union of one man and one 
woman.” As of October 28, 2015, S. 1080 
has not been cosponsored in the Senate. 


Cruz initially supported and voted to grant 
President Obama Trade Promotion Author- 
ity (TPA). However, on June 23, 2015, in an 
article for Breitbart News, Cruz announced 
he would switch his position on TPA un- 
less he could be guaranteed that the Export- 
Import Bank would be allowed to expire 
and that both his and Senator Jeff Sessions’ 
(R-Ala.) TPA amendments relative to im- 
migration would pass. “Enough is enough. 
I cannot vote for TPA unless [Mitch] Mc- 
Connell and [John] Boehner both commit 
publicly to allow the Ex-Im Bank to expire 
— and stay expired. And, Congress must 
also pass the Cruz-Sessions amendments to 
TPA to ensure that no trade agreement can 
try to back-door changes to our immigra- 
tion laws. Otherwise, I will have no choice 
but vote no,” Cruz explained. On June 24, 
2015, Senator Cruz voted against TPA in 
the final Senate vote. 

On June 12, 2015, Ted Cruz National 
Press Secretary Catherine Frazier told 
TPNN, “Senator Cruz has not taken a po- 
sition either in favor or against TPP. He 
will wait until the agreement is finalized 
and he has a chance to study it carefully to 
ensure that the agreement will open more 
markets to American-made products, cre- 
ate jobs, and grow our economy.” Fra- 
zier added, “Senator Cruz has dedicated 
his professional career to defending U.S. 
sovereignty and the U.S. Constitution. He 
will not support any trade agreement that 
would diminish or undermine either.” 


23 


AP Images 


ara Car- 

leton Fiorina 

was the first female se- 
nior vice president of AT&T, president of 
Lucent Technologies, and, most notably, 
CEO of Hewlett-Packard. Although never 
elected to public office, Fiorina was an ad- 
visor on business and economic affairs to 
Republican Senator John McCain’s 2008 
presidential campaign. On March 7, 2008, 
then-Republican National Committee 
Chairman Mike Duncan appointed Fiorina 
chairwoman of the RNC’s “Victory” ini- 
tiative. In 2010, Fiorina unsuccessfully ran 
for the U.S. Senate in California against 
incumbent Democratic Senator Barbara 
Boxer. Fiorina formally announced her 
candidacy for the Republican presidential 
nomination on May 4, 2015. 


During the 2010 California race for U.S. 
Senate, when asked whether she would 
vote to overturn Roe v. Wade, Fiorina 
responded that she would “if there were 
an opportunity.” However, she promptly 
added, “It is not an issue that I’m run- 
ning on.” Instead she affirmed herself as 
a “strong believer in states’ rights” and 
that she is “prepared to trust the voters’ 
judgment” in California, who had already 
made their decision on the issue. Fiorina 
is beginning to take a much tougher stance 
on abortion. 


On August 12, 2015, during an interview 
on CBS This Morning, Fiorina accused 
China of lacking innovation, claiming their 
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achievements 
are the result of theft 

from the West. “I have been 
doing business in China for dec- 
ades,” Fiorina said, “and I will tell you that 
yeah, the Chinese can take a test, but what 
they can’t do is innovate. They are not 
terribly imaginative.” Fiorina continued, 
“They’re not entrepreneurial, they don’t 
innovate, that is why they are stealing our 
intellectual property.” 

Regarding China’s naval buildup 
and posturing in the South China Sea, 
Fiorina stated, “I would be conducting 
more flyovers on the South China Sea,” 
explaining, “We cannot permit China 
to control a trade route through which 
passes $5 trillion worth of goods and 
services every year.” 


During an interview on Fox News’ Fox 
& Friends on August 24, 2015, Fiorina 
said, “I think the stock market has hit re- 
cord highs over and over again because 
the Federal Reserve has ensured, through 
its easy money policy, that the stock mar- 
ket’s the only place you can earn a re- 
turn.” That same day, Fiorina told FOX- 
Business.com, “The Federal Reserve’s 
easy money policy has contributed to a 
frothy stock market.” 


“T think it’s vitally important that America 
remain engaged in the world, and foreign 
aid is part of that,” Fiorina said in a brief 
interview with the Washington Examiner 
on February 4, 2015. According to the 
Washington Examiner, “Fiorina cited as 
a positive example President George W. 
Bush’s Millennium Challenge, which set 
standards for countries to meet if they 
wish to receive U.S. aid.” Fiorina elabo- 
rated that because other nations such as 
China “are spending vastly greater sums 
of money all over the world to spread their 
sphere of influence,” the United States 
“cannot disengage.” 


On September 30, 2013, during a panel 
discussion debate between Ralph Nader 
and Carly Fiorina on CNN’s Crossfire, 
CNN moderator Stephanie Cutter asked 
Fiorina, “Do you agree with the mandate 
idea? That is a Republican idea, came out 
of the Heritage Foundation, one of our co- 
hosts, Newt Gingrich, was behind it. And 
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the ban on preexisting conditions? Do you 
agree with those two provisions?” Fiorina 
replied, “I actually do agree with those 
two provisions.” However, she quickly 
added, “And I think Obamacare remains 
an abomination,” proceeding to explain 
“there are many more efficient ways 
we could have dealt with this other than 
Obamacare.” Instead, she suggested that 
the federal government could have “sub- 
sidized high-risk pools.” 


On August 31, 2015, Fiorina told NBC 
News, “I’ve been very clear I don’t sup- 
port deportation. I don’t support amend- 
ing the Constitution or challenging the 
14th Amendment.” Fiorina also told NBC 
News that she would be willing to pass a 
version of the DREAM Act to grant full 
citizenship to illegal immigrants who 
enter the United States as children. “Per- 
haps their children can earn citizenship 
because I don’t think we should punish 
children for the sins of their fathers and 
mothers,” Fiorina said. 

Fiorina has previously expressed sup- 
port for the DREAM Act. During the 2010 
California U.S. Senate debate against in- 
cumbent Senator Barbara Boxer, Fiorina 
said, “I would support the DREAM Act 
because I do not believe that we can pun- 
ish children who through no fault of their 
own are here trying to live the American 
dream.” In 2013, while appearing on 
NBC’s Meet the Press, Fiorina also en- 
dorsed the Gang of Eight bill. “I applaud 
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and salute the Gang of Eight’s proposal. 
Let’s move forward and vote on that,” 
Fiorina said. 


On May 27, 2015, MSNBC’s Andrea 
Mitchell asked Fiorina what she would 
do to stop ISIS. Fiorina assertively re- 
sponded, “First, instead of having a Camp 
David conference to talk our Arab allies 
into a bad deal with Iran, I would have 
had a Camp David conference to talk with 
our Arab allies about how we can support 
them to fight ISIS.” Fiorina elaborated that 
she would arm the Kurds, provide bombs 
and materials to King Abdullah of Jordan, 
share intelligence with Egypt, and assist 
Turkey to topple Bashar al-Assad. “There 
are a whole set of things we’ve been asked 
to do by our allies who know this is their 
fight, and we’re not doing any of them,” 
Fiorina said, “so I would hold a Summit 
and talk with them about that.” 


Following the 9/11 terrorist attacks, 
then-CEO of Hewlett-Packard Fiorina 
immediately provided truckloads of HP 
servers, intended for commercial sales, 
to the NSA at the request of then-NSA 
Director General Michael Hayden. The 
servers Fiorina provided were utilized in 
the formation of the NSA’s warrantless 
surveillance program “Stellar Wind,” 
under the President’s Surveillance Pro- 
gram (PSP). Of her provision of the 


servers, Fiorina said, “I felt it was my 
duty to help, and so we did.” 

On June 12, 2015, appearing on Fox 
News Special Report’s Center Seat, Fio- 
rina was pressed about her current views 
on NSA surveillance in light of her former 
service as chairman of the CIA’s External 
Advisory Board under then-CIA director 
Hayden. “It’s also true that when I served 
as that chairman I advised both the CIA 
and the NSA to be as transparent as pos- 
sible about everything they were doing.” 
Fiorina responded. According to CNN, 
Hayden said about Fiorina’s assistance, 
“She contributed a great deal. It confirmed 
for me what I thought was a coming crisis. 
It helped me with my judgment.” 


On May 9, 2015, in an interview with con- 
servative lowa blog Caffeinated Thoughts, 
Carly Fiorina said, “I think the Supreme 
Court ruling will become the law of the 
land, and however much I may agree or 
disagree with it, I wouldn’t support an 
amendment to reserve it.” Fiorina further 
elaborated, “I think this is a nation that 
should be able to accept and government 
shouldn’t discriminate in how it provides 
benefits and the people have a right to 
their religious freedoms.” 


Carly Fiorina has repeatedly criticized 
President Obama for his lack of transpar- 
ency on the TPP. On May 7, 2015, in an 
interview on The Laura Ingraham Show, 
Fiorina said about TPA and TPP, “I be- 
lieve that free and fair trade advantages 
the U.S. but I am very uncomfortable 
with this deal.” Fiorina explained that the 
TPP “is an extremely complicated deal, a 
multilateral deal with a lot of details that 
we don’t know about.” Fiorina added, “I 
think the devil’s in the details.” On May 
10, 2015, Fiorina appeared on NBC’s 
Meet the Press, where she brought up 
concerns about Communist China join- 
ing eventually the TPP. “I think it’s im- 
portant to know some of the fine print of 
this deal. For example, is China allowed 
to join this Pacific trading agreement 
later on in a couple years, yes or no?” 
Fiorina further asked, “If the truth is in 
these details that China gets to join later, 
then what exactly are we doing here?” 
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ichael Hucka- 
bee is an ordained Southern Bap- 
tist minister, having served as the pastor 
of Immanuel Baptist Church in Pine Bluff, 
Arkansas, from 1980 to 1986 and Beech 
Street Baptist Church in Texarkana, Ar- 
kansas, from 1986 to 1992. From 1989 
to 1991, Huckabee was the president of 
the Arkansas Baptist State Convention. 
In a 1993 special election, he was elected 
lieutenant governor of Arkansas, a posi- 
tion he held from 1993 to 1996. Hucka- 
bee then served as governor from 1996 to 
2007. In 2007 and 2008, former Governor 
Huckabee ran unsuccessfully for the Re- 
publican presidential nomination. On May 
5, 2015, he again formally announced his 
candidacy for the Republican presidential 
nomination. 


Solidly pro-life, Mike Huckabee opposes 
abortion in all circumstances without ex- 
ception. On August 16, 2015, during an 
appearance on CNN’s State of the Union, 
Huckabee said, “I don’t think we discount 
the intrinsic worth of any human being, and 
I don’t know where else to go with it than 
just to be consistent and say, if life matters, 
and that’s a person, then every life matters.” 


Huckabee advocates equal retaliation in re- 
sponse to China’s cyberattacks against the 
United States, stating on his campaign web- 
site, “The response and retaliation to this be- 
havior is simple, America should hack the 
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Chinese 
government. 

We should hack the 

cell phones of some promi- 
nent Communist party leaders, hack 
the bank accounts of intelligence officials, 
publicly humiliate Chinese families for po- 
litical corruption, or wipe-out a few critical 
Chinese computer systems.” 

Huckabee’s website further explains, 
“When you tolerate bad behavior and bul- 
lying, you get more of it.” Adding, “As 
President, I will stand up to China, retali- 
ate with strength, and never apologize for 
protecting Americans.” On August 13, 
2015, Huckabee took an economic nation- 
alist position regarding China’s devalua- 
tion of the yuan, telling the Washington 
Post, “I think we need to keep open the 
idea of tariffs on China.” 


On August 24, 2015, during an interview 
on Fox News’ Your World With Neil Ca- 
vuto, Huckabee criticized the Fed’s easy- 
money practices. “The Federal Reserve 
is partly to blame, just mainly because 
they’ve manipulated the economy with 
quantitative easing,” he said. He went on 
to compare the Fed’s QE to “giving your 
grandkids a big, big boost of sugar,” ex- 
plaining, “they’ve got a lot of energy for 
a while, but when that sugar runs out, 


they’re going to crash, and we’re running 
the economy on the sugar rush of infused 
capital, which is really not going to be sus- 
tainable, and so I think the Fed has some 
responsibility for that.” 


In an interview with Time magazine, post- 
ed on Time.com on April 9, 2007, regard- 
ing a question about the continuance of 
foreign aid to allies, Huckabee responded, 
“Our first priority has to be to our own 
citizens to their safety and security.” He 
continued, “Most of the time foreign aid 
efforts represent a very small portion of 
expenditure, but it should be limited to 
purely humanitarian efforts.” 


On his campaign website’s healthcare 
section, Mike Huckabee declares, “We 
must reject government dependency.” He 
concludes, “As President, I will repeal 
ObamaCare and fight for real health care 
reform.” Unfortunately his opposition to 
government dependency does not match 
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his record as governor of Arkansas. 

On March 10, 1997, Governor Hucka- 
bee signed a state-subsidized health-in- 
surance program for uninsured children, 
known as “ARKids First,” into law. In 
2006, Governor Huckabee announced the 
creation of ARHealthNetworks to provide 
coverage to uninsured working adults 
whose small business employers could not 
afford basic medical benefits. According 
to the independent nonpartisan Arkansas 
Center for Health Improvement (ACHD), 
“ARHealthNetworks represents one of the 
first true partnerships between state and 
federal government, private businesses, 
and families to make affordable health 
care coverage available to uninsured 
workers.” 


Huckabee has pledged to secure the U.S.- 
Mexico border within the first year of his 
term, deny funding to sanctuary cities, 
designate Mexican drug cartels as foreign 
terrorist organizations, and reverse Presi- 
dent Obama’s unconstitutional amnesty 
executive order. However, Huckabee’s 
record and past statements do not support 
his newfound strong immigration stance. 
As governor, Huckabee supported in- 
state tuition rates and scholarships for 
illegal immigrants attending college in 
Arkansas. In an interview with the Wash- 
ington Post published on May 23, 2006, 
Governor Huckabee said, “I tend to think 
that the rational approach is to find a way 
to give people a pathway to citizenship.” 
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On June 21, 2013, in an interview with 
Fox News, Huckabee was asked whether 
he sided with Senator Rubio and the other 
seven senators that comprised the Gang 
of Eight bill or with opponents of the leg- 
islation such as Senator Cruz. Huckabee 
answered, “I’d say probably the Rubio, 
Corker, Hoeven [side].” 


In an interview with WorldNetDaily 
(WND) posted on July 10, 2015, Huckabee 
was asked “if he saw the ISIS threat as big 
enough to commit to a large-scale deploy- 
ment of U.S. forces in the Mideast.”” WND 
quoted Huckabee as replying, “I would in- 
clude not just ISIS but Boko Haram, al-Qa- 
ida, Hamas, Hezbollah and the Iranians.” 

When asked if that meant he would 
send actual boots on the ground, Hucka- 
bee answered, “Whatever it takes. I don’t 
think we take anything off the table.” 
Huckabee said he would defeat ISIS by 
“having a military that can very quickly 
and overwhelmingly put an end to the ter- 
rorist activities.”” Huckabee also said that 
he would deploy “A-10 Warthogs [an anti- 
tank aircraft] over their every truck, every 
tank and every supply line.” 


On May 5, 2015, Huckabee told the Daily 
Signal, “Obama’s warrantless NSA spy- 
ing program is more than just illegal, it’s 
an unconstitutional, criminal assault on our 
freedoms as Americans. As president, I will 


repeal this program and protect the privacy 
and civil liberties of all Americans.” 

Appearing on Fox News Sunday on May 
24, 2015, Huckabee said, “Our Found- 
ers were very concerned about too much 
power being invested in anyone [and] in 
any branch.” Huckabee further pointed out 
the ineffectiveness of the NSA’s invasive 
surveillance measures. “I don’t want to be 
made unsafe, but ... [with] 225 different 
terrorist plots over the past years since 9/11 
... So far not one of them has been tied di- 
rectly to the NSA’s collection of metadata,” 
he told Fox News’ Chris Wallace. Hucka- 
bee added, “So, if this is so effective how 
come it hasn’t resulted in the foiled terrorist 
plots? Those have been foiled by old fash- 
ion good police work, [and] old fashion 
human intelligence.” 


On July 2, 2015, Huckabee told a room full 
of prospective voters in Iowa, “Religious 
liberty is the foundation of all our liber- 
ties.” Huckabee promised those voters in 
Iowa that if elected president he would: 
1) ensure the protection of the religious 
liberties of every individual, religious or- 
ganization (church, synagogue, mosque), 
and business that subscribes to any par- 
ticular religious belief (i.e., Hobby Lobby 
or Chick-fil-A); 2) instruct the attorney 
general to protect the religious liberties of 
such individuals, organizations, and busi- 
nesses; and 3) instruct the secretary of de- 
fense to see that all servicemen in the mili- 
tary, including chaplains, would be “free 
to express his or her religious viewpoint, 
display the bible and pray.” 


When asked about his views on the TPP, 
Mike Huckabee told the Huffington Post, 
“Nobody has seen this trade pact except for 
a few that go into the secret room. Most 
of the senators who are pushing it haven’t 
even read it. And it’s very likely to turn a 
lot of power over to some multinational 
body that is not answerable to the United 
States taxpayers.” According to Breitbart 
News, Huckabee also previously called on 
congressional Republicans to “slam on the 
brakes and refuse to allow President Obama 
to fast-track a major international trade deal 
that’s been crafted in secret and whose de- 
tails remain cloaked in mystery.” 
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Governor John 
Kasich has garnered nationwide 
publicity as an advocate for an Article V 
Convention to propose a balanced budget 
amendment (BBA) to the Constitution. 
Prior to serving as Ohio governor, Kasich 
was the host of Fox News’ Heartland With 
John Kasich from 2001 to 2007. Kasich 
served in the Ohio state Senate from 1979 
to 1982. He was elected to the U.S. House 
of Representatives in 1982, and served as 
a congressman from 1983 to 2001. Kasich 
formally announced his candidacy for the 
Republican presidential nomination on 
July 21, 2015. 


On July 20, 2011, Governor Kasich 
signed House Bill 78, a ban on abortion 
after 20 weeks gestation except in cases 
when the mother’s life is at risk or when 
a doctor determines that the child will 
not survive outside the womb. In an offi- 
cial press release, Governor Kasich said, 
“Life is a gift from God and one way that 
we express our ongoing gratitude for it is 
by respecting it.” 


On July 8, 2015, while speaking to an 
overflow crowd of over 100 people at a 
restaurant in Hilton Head, South Caroli- 
na, Governor Kasich said, “If the Chinese 
think they own the South China Seas, I 
think we ought to send a little aircraft 
group over there to send them a little mes- 
sage — you don’t own all this.” Kasich 
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added, “One 
thing the Chi- 
nese understand is not 
talk, it’s action.” 


Governor Kasich has not taken a public 
position on the Federal Reserve. 


Despite having criticized waste in U.S. 
foreign aid programs, during his tenure 
in the House of Representatives, Kasich 
favorably voted for the majority of for- 
eign-aid bills, including foreign opera- 
tions appropriations bills, State Depart- 
ment authorization bills, and even for 
the provision of economic assistance to 
Communist Vietnam on August 3, 1999. 


Governor Kasich advocates repealing 
ObamaCare, except for the Medicaid ex- 
pansion. An Episcopalian of the Anglican 
Church in North America, Kasich cites his 
faith in God as justification for his support 
of Medicaid expansion. On June 19, 2013, 
the Columbus Dispatch quoted Governor 
Kasich as saying: 


I had a conversation with one of the 
members of the legislature the other 
day. I said, “I respect the fact that 


you believe in small government. I 
do, too. I also know that you’re a 
person of faith. 

“Now, when you die and get to 
the meeting with St. Peter, he’s prob- 
ably not going to ask you much about 
what you did about keeping govern- 
ment small. But he is going to ask 
you what you did for the poor. You 
better have a good answer.” 


Kasich raised this question regarding gov- 
ernment assistance and not private charity. 


On August 7, 2015, Governor Kasich 
spoke to a group of Hispanic company 
executives supportive of immigration 
reform. Regarding illegal immigrants 
currently residing in the United States, 
Kasich told the audience, “For those 
that are here that have been law abid- 
ing, God bless them.” Kasich continued, 
saying that illegals “are a critical part of 
our society from doctors to engineers to 
lawyers.” One of his top priorities, he 
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told the Hispanic executives, would be to 
“expand the [number of] guest workers.” 

On August 9, 2015, Governor Kasich 
told CNN regarding the “11 or 12 million 
who are here” illegally: “If they’ve been 
law-abiding over a period of time, they 
ought to be legalized, and they ought to 
be able to stay here.” On August 12, 2015, 
in an interview with CNN’s Dana Bash, 
Kasich reiterated, “I would prefer for them 
to be legalized once we find out who they 
are because they can — I think they con- 
tribute a lot to America.” 


On February 17, 2015, in a phone inter- 
view, Governor Kasich told the Washing- 
ton Post that he would in fact deploy U.S. 
troops on the ground to defeat ISIS. “You 
will not solve this problem with only air 
power,” Kasich said. “There needs to be a 
coalition of NATO, Arab states, and ulti- 
mately some boots on the ground to stop 
the advancement of that group.” (Empha- 
sis added.) 

Governor Kasich reiterated his pledge 
to put boots on the ground in an inter- 
view on NBC’s Meet the Press on July 25, 
2015. “I’ve said all along we should have 
a coalition, we should be there, including 
boots on the ground, and we need to de- 
grade and destroy ISIS,” Kasich said. Of 
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the role of U.S. forces, Governor Kasich 
elaborated, “I would have them in a role 
where they’re going to be on the ground 
fighting. I mean you’ ve got the air power, 
but you can’t solve anything just with air 
power.” (Emphasis added.) 


During an interview with ABC News’ 
Jonathan Karl on This Week, Governor 
Kasich took a “middle ground” position 
when asked whether he sided with Sena- 
tor Rand Paul or former Governor Jeb 
Bush on the PATRIOT Act. “I’m very 
suspicious of anything that’s big, wheth- 
er it’s government, business; it doesn’t 
matter. And so I think there’s a middle 
ground,” he said. 

After noting the importance of both 
intelligence gathering and protecting 
civil liberties, Kasich concluded, “I do 
think they ought to continue the pro- 
gram. But all that data probably ought 
to be put in some sort of an organization, 
maybe some sort of quasi-government 
organization.” 

As for justifying the legality of wire- 
less surveillance and metadata gathering, 
Kasich said, “And we ought to extend 
the power of the FISA court. That’s the 
court that says if you’re going to go and 


use this kind of surveillance, it has to be 
approved by somebody. And you know, 
when you talk about domestic surveil- 
lance, I think we’ve got to extend the 
power of that court.” 


Governor Kasich takes a softer tone in his 
opposition to same-sex marriage. During 
the Fox News/Facebook Republican de- 
bate on August 6, 2015, Governor Kasich 
was asked by moderator Megyn Kelly 
how he would explain his opposition to 
same-sex marriage to a gay son or lesbian 
daughter. Kasich replied, “Well, look ’'m 
an old-fashioned person here and I hap- 
pen to believe in traditional marriage. But 
I’ve also said that the court has ruled ... 
and I’ve said I would accept it.” Kasich 
added, “And guess what? I just went to 
a wedding of a friend of mine who hap- 
pens to be gay.” Kasich told Kelly, “If 
one of my daughters happened to be that, 
of course I would love them and I would 
accept them.” 

On September 6, 2015, in an interview 
on ABC’s This Week, George Stepha- 
nopoulos asked Kasich if he agreed 
with Mike Huckabee’s position that 
he stands with Kim Davis, the Rowan 
County clerk in Kentucky who refused 
to issue a marriage license to a same- 
sex couple following the Supreme Court 
ruling in Obergefell v. Hodges. Kasich 
replied that he did not agree with Huck- 
abee. “Now, I respect the fact that this 
lady doesn’t agree, but she’s also a gov- 
ernment employee. She's not running 
a church,” Kasich said about Davis. “I 
wouldn’t force this on a church, but in 
terms of her responsibility I think she 
has to comply.... | don’t like the fact that 
she’s sitting in a jail, that’s just absurd as 
well. But I think she should follow the 
law.” (Emphasis added.) 


On October 8, 2015, in an interview on 
CBS This Morning, Governor John Kasich 
was asked if he supported the TPP trade 
agreement. “I think so,” Governor Kasich 
replied. He explained, “I haven’t seen all 
the details. The Senate is going to look at 
it. But look we want a strengthened group 
of people in Asia to interface against China 
and trade can help do that.” 
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enator 

Rand Paul 

of Kentucky is a 
self-described constitutional con- 
servative and the son of constitutionalist 
former Congressman Ron Paul. Like his 
father, Rand Paul is also a licensed physi- 
cian. Senator Paul has a 98-percent life- 
time rating from the American Conserva- 
tive Union, 89 percent from the Heritage 
Foundation’s “Heritage Action” scorecard, 
and a 94 percent from THE NEw AMERI- 
CAN’S “Freedom Index,” which rates 
congressmen according to the Constitu- 
tion. Senator Paul formally announced his 
candidacy for the Republican presidential 
nomination on April 7, 2015. 


In 2013, Senator Paul introduced S. 583, 
entitled the “Life at Conception Act,” 
which, according to a press release from his 
office, “would implement equal protection 
under the 14th Amendment for the right to 
life of each born and unborn human.” 


On China, Senator Paul departs from the 
traditional anticommunist position of con- 
servatives in favor of a more pro-free mar- 
ket, libertarian approach, otherwise known 
as “capitalist peace theory.” Paul’s position 
toward the Communist Party-led dictator- 
ship is that further engagement in the form 
of additional bilateral trade will result in an 
increase of economic freedom for the peo- 
ple living in China and lead to a reduction 
of tension between Washington and Bei- 
jing. This, Paul believes, will in turn foster 
internal democratic reforms in China ir- 
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respec- 
tive of the 

Communist Party of 
China’s ideology and strate- 
gic long-term objectives. In an essay 
published in The National Interest journal 
on January 16, 2014, Paul states: 


Like many conservative middle-class 
families, our inclination was to resist 
anything to do with Red China. In that 
black and white world, you were either 
for us or against us. Trade with China 
was thought to be trade with the enemy. 
A funny thing happened, though, along 
the way. Many conservatives came 
to understand a larger truth. As trade 
began to blossom with China, many 
conservatives, myself included, came 
to admit that trade improves our eco- 
nomic well-being AND makes us less 
likely to fight. The success of trade 
with China made many conservatives 
rethink their view of the world. 


Senator Paul voted against President 
Obama’s nomination of Janet Yellen as 
chairman of the Board of Governors of the 
Federal Reserve System. Paul has twice 
introduced the Federal Reserve Transpar- 
ency Act, commonly known as the “Audit 
the Fed” bill, in 2013 (S. 209) and 2015 


(S. 264). In a press release announcing his 
reintroduction of his Audit the Fed bill, on 
January 26, 2015, Paul said, “A complete 
and thorough audit of the Fed will finally 
allow the American people to know ex- 
actly how their money is being spent by 
Washington.” Paul continued, “The Ameri- 
can people have a right to know what the 
Federal Reserve is doing with our nation’s 
money supply.” 


During the Fox News/Facebook Republican 
debate on August 6, 2015, Senator Paul was 
asked about his position on foreign aid to 
Israel. “Each one of my budgets has taken 
a meat axe to foreign aid, because I think 
we ought to quit sending it to countries that 
hate us,” Paul answered. “I think we ought 
to quit sending it to countries that burn our 
flag. Israel is not one of those. But even 
Benjamin Netanyahu said that ultimately, 
they will be stronger when they’re indepen- 
dent. My position is exactly the same.” 
Following the 2013 coup d’état in Egypt 
that resulted in the Muslim Brotherhood 
government of Mohamed Morsi, Paul in- 
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troduced an amendment to prohibit U.S. 
foreign aid to Egypt until the occurrence 
of another “democratic” election. 


On his campaign website, Senator Paul 
states, “As your President, one of my first 
acts would be to repeal the abomination 
that is Obamacare.” Paul explains that be- 
fore “the implementation of Obamacare, 
our health care system was over-regulated 
and in need of serious market reforms.” 
The problem, according to Paul, is “gov- 
ernment intervention in health care,” which 
he blames for having “driven up the cost of 
coverage and decreased competition within 
the market.” Instead, Paul advocates return- 
ing to free-market principles. Paul is also a 
cosponsor of Senator Ted Cruz’s Obama- 
Care Repeal Act (S. 177). 


On March 19, 2013, while addressing the 
U.S. Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, 
Senator Paul came out in favor of a path- 
way to citizenship for the estimated 11 to 
12 million illegal immigrants in the Unit- 
ed States. “Immigration [reform] will not 
occur until conservative Republicans, like 
myself, become part of the solution. That’s 
why I’m here today to begin that conserva- 
tion and to be part of the solution,” Paul 
said. To some additional applause Paul con- 
tinued, “I think the conversation needs to 
start by acknowledging that we aren’t going 
to deport 12 million illegal immigrants.” 
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Paul also took the opportunity to unveil 
his immigration plan, entitled “Trust But 
Verify,” for determining “what becomes of 
the 12 million undocumented workers in 
the United States.” Of his plan Paul said, 
“It would also enable us to allow more 
people in and allow us to admit we’re not 
going to deport the millions of people who 
are already here.” Paul elaborated, “This 
is where prudence, compassion, and thrift 
all point towards the same goal: Bringing 
these workers out of the shadows and into 
becoming and being taxpaying members 
of society.” He further added, “Imagine 
12 million people are already here coming 
out of the shadows to become new taxpay- 
ers, 12 million more people assimilating 
into society, [and] 12 million more people 
becoming productive contributors.” 


During an interview on MSNBC’s Morn- 
ing Joe on May 27, 2015, Senator Paul 
blamed the interventionism of neocon- 
servative Republicans for the creation of 
ISIS. “ISIS exists and grew stronger be- 
cause of the hawks in our party who gave 
arms indiscriminately. And most of those 
arms were snatched up by ISIS.” Paul 
added, “These hawks also wanted to bomb 
Assad, which would have made ISIS’s job 
even easier. They created these people. 
ISIS is all over Libya because these same 
hawks in my party loved — they loved 
Hillary Clinton’s war in Libya.” 

Opposed to sending U.S. ground troops, 


Paul does however support arming the 
Kurds and utilizing the U.S. Air Force 
to conduct airstrikes against ISIS. “The 
Kurds deserve to be armed and I’ll arm 
them. We can use our Air Force to amplify 
the forces there,” Paul said at the CNN Re- 
publican Debate on September 16, 2015. 


On May 23, 2013, Senator Paul introduced 
the Fourth Amendment Preservation and 
Protection Act (S. 1037) to prohibit the fed- 
eral, state, and local governments from ob- 
taining information relating to an individual 
or group of individuals held by a third-party 
records system without a warrant. This bill 
would have deemed “information obtained 
otherwise to be inadmissible in a criminal 
prosecution in a court of law.” On May 20, 
2015, Paul delivered a nearly 10-hour-long 
filibuster against reauthorization of the PA- 
TRIOT Act. The PATRIOT Act expired at 
midnight on May 31, 2015. 


On August 6, 2015, responding to a question 
at the GOP debate about what he would do to 
safeguard the rights of Christians in the wake 
of the Supreme Court’s gay “marriage” rul- 
ing, Senator Paul responded, “One of the 
things that really got to me was the thing in 
Houston where you had the government, the 
mayor actually, trying to get the sermons of 
ministers.” He continued, “When the gov- 
ermmment tries to invade the church to enforce 
its own opinion on marriage, that’s when it’s 
time to resist.” Senator Paul has not cospon- 
sored Senator Cruz’s Protect Marriage from 
the Courts Act (S. 1080). 


Senator Rand Paul was initially supportive 
of the TPP and even called upon President 
Obama to “prioritize negotiating the Trans- 
Pacific Partnership” by the end of 2014. 
However, Senator Paul voted against TPA. 
In an interview with Breitbart News, pub- 
lished online on June 6, 2015, Paul said 
that “absolutely” President Obama should 
immediately disclose the text of the TPP. 
“Tt kind of boggles the mind,” Paul told 
Breitbart. “Who’s in charge of the admin- 
istration that decides to keep a trade treaty 
secret? To keep it classified makes no 
sense at all,” he added. 
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Marco Rubio of 
Florida is the son of Cuban im- 
migrants Mario Rubio Reina and Oriales 
Rubio, who fled to the United States in 
1956, prior to the ascension of Fidel Cas- 
tro. He also boasts a 98-percent lifetime 
rating from the American Conservative 
Union, 93 percent from the Heritage Foun- 
dation’s “Heritage Action” scorecard, and 
80 percent from THE NEW AMERICAN’S 
“Freedom Index,” which rates congress- 
men according to the Constitution. Rubio 
formally announced his candidacy for the 
Republican presidential nomination on 
April 13, 2015. 


Staunchly pro-life, Senator Rubio op- 
poses abortion in all instances, without 
exception. When challenged by CNN’s 
Chris Cuomo, Rubio responded, “I per- 
sonally, and honestly, and deeply believe 
that all human life is worthy of protec- 
tion, irrespective of the circumstances 
in which that human life was created.” 
Rubio also emphatically affirmed that 
medical science attests life as beginning 
at fertilization. 


Ina guest article entitled “How My Presiden- 
cy Would Deal With China,” published in 
the August 28, 2015 issue of the Wall Street 
Journal, Marco Rubio wrote, “My first goal 
will be to restore America’s strategic advan- 
tage in the Pacific.” Noting that China in- 
creased its defense spending by 10 percent 
in 2015, Rubio states that his presidency 


32 


“will 
begin 

with an end to 
defense sequestration 
and a restoration of the Pen- 
tagon’s budget to its appropriate 
level.” Later in the same article, Rubio 
further declared: 


As president, I would respond not 
through aggressive retaliation, 
which would hurt the U.S. as much 
as China, but by greater commitment 
and firmer insistence on free mar- 
kets and free trade. This means im- 
mediately moving forward with the 
Trans-Pacific Partnership and other 
trade agreements. 


Although Rubio wants to increase U.S. de- 
fense spending, his solution to addressing 
China’s rise is by passing “trade” schemes 
such as the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP). 


In a speech delivered at the Jack Kemp 
Foundation Dinner on December 4, 2012, 
Senator Rubio said, “Sound monetary pol- 
icy would also encourage middle class job 
creation. The arbitrary way in which inter- 
est rates and our currency are treated is yet 
another cause of unpredictability injected 
into our economy.” Rubio continued, “The 
Federal Reserve Board should publish and 


follow a clear monetary rule — to provide 
greater stability about prices and what the 
value of a dollar will be over time.” On 
January 6, 2014, Senator Rubio also voted 
against the confirmation of Janet Yellen to 
be chairman of the Board of Governors of 
the Federal Reserve System, and he co- 
sponsored Senator Rand Paul’s Federal 
Reserve Transparency Act of 2013 (S. 
209) and his Federal Reserve Transpar- 
ency Act of 2015 (S. 264). 


At a speech delivered at the American 
Enterprise Institute (AEI) in Washington, 
D.C., on November 20, 2013, Senator 
Rubio emphatically endorsed the utilization 
of foreign aid to project American power 
and influence abroad. “In most cases, the 
decisive use of diplomacy, foreign assis- 
tance, and economic power are the most 
effective ways to achieve our interests and 
[to] stop problems before they spiral into 
crises,” Senator Rubio said. He went on to 
call “diplomacy, foreign assistance and mil- 
itary intervention ... tools at our disposal.” 
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On July 31, 2013, Senator Rubio voted 
in favor of Senator Bob Corker’s motion 
to table (kill) Senator Rand Paul’s amend- 
ment to cut off foreign aid to Egypt. Ad- 
dressing this issue in his AEI speech, 
Rubio said, “I am currently working to 
ensure that our assistance to Egypt is con- 
ditioned so that it advances our long-term 
goal of a stable, democratic Egypt, some- 
thing that will not be possible if we reck- 
lessly cut all assistance to that country.” 


On March 23, 2015, Senator Rubio wrote 
an opinion piece published on FoxNews. 
com outlining his “three part plan for 
the post-ObamaCare era.” Rubio writes, 
“ObamaCare cannot be fixed and must 
be fully repealed and replaced.” Rubio’s 
ObamaCare replacement plan would first 
“provide an advanceable, refundable tax 
credit that all Americans can use to pur- 
chase health insurance.” Every year the 
“value of these credits should increase,” 
he explains. Second, Rubio advocates, 
“Americans with pre-existing conditions 
should be able to find coverage through 
their state’s federally-supported, actuari- 
ally-sound high risk pools.” Third, Rubio 
writes, “we must save Medicare and Med- 
icaid by placing them on fiscally sustain- 
able paths.” Rubio favors government 
healthcare, just not ObamaCare. 


Senator Rubio was part of the original Gang 
of Eight group of bipartisan senators who 
proposed an immigration reform bill in 
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2013 that called for both securing the bor- 
der and an eventual pathway to citizenship 
(i.e., amnesty) for the estimated 11 to 12 
million illegal immigrants currently resid- 
ing in the United States. On August 6, 2015, 
when asked by CNBC’s John Harwood if he 
still supported his former initiative, Rubio 
replied, “No, because we can’t pass it.” 

If elected president, Rubio may again 
attempt to pass his bill if and when the 
makeup of Congress changes sufficiently 
to pass immigration reform, as it did when 
the 1985 Republican-controlled Senate and 
the 1986 Democratic-controlled House of 
Representatives passed the pro-amnesty 
Immigration Reform and Control Act of 
1986, signed by President Ronald Reagan. 


In an essay entitled “Restoring America’s 
Strength: My Vision for U.S. Foreign Pol- 
icy,” in the September/October 2015 issue 
of Foreign Affairs, published by the Council 
on Foreign Relations, Senator Rubio wrote, 
“Countering the spread of the self-declared 
Islamic State, for example, will require a 
broadened coalition of regional partners, 
increased U.S. involvement in the fight, and 
steady action to prevent the group’s expan- 
sion to other failed and failing states.” 

On October 2, 2015, in a radio interview 
with Jack Heath’s New Hampshire Today 
on WGIR, Rubio said he would “bring to- 
gether a Sunni coalition, as I’ve advocated 
before, and that includes the Egyptians, 
the Saudis, the Jordanians, Sunnis in Iraq 
and in Syria” to create a combined “ground 
force to confront ISIS on the ground.” 


On June 2, 2015, Senator Rubio voted 
against the USA FREEDOM Act because, 
like Senators John McCain (R-Ariz.) and 
Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.), he also consid- 
ered it to not be as strong as the expired 
PATRIOT Act. Following his nay vote on 
the USA FREEDOM Act, Rubio issued a 
statement saying: 


The failure to renew the expiring 
components of the PATRIOT Act 
was a mistake. The “USA Freedom 
Act” weakens U.S. national secu- 
rity by outlawing the very programs 
our intelligence community and the 
FBI have used to protect us time and 
time again. A major challenge for 
the next president will be to fix the 
significantly weakened intelligence 
system that the current one is leaving 
behind. [Emphasis added.] 


Rubio supports a full restoration of the 
PATRIOT Act. 


Although a self-described supporter of 
traditional marriage and opponent of 
same-sex marriage, Senator Marco Rubio 
believes that the Supreme Court’s ruling 
in Obergefell v. Hodges must be adhered 
to. “While I disagree with this decision, 
we live in a republic and must abide by 
the law,” Rubio said in a statement. He 
added, “As we look ahead, it must be a 
priority of the next president to nominate 
judges and justices committed to applying 
the Constitution as written and originally 
understood.” Senator Rubio has not co- 
sponsored Senator Cruz’s Protect Mar- 
riage from the Courts Act (S. 1080). 


Senator Rubio voted in favor of TPA in 
order to “fast-track” the TPP. In his For- 
eign Affairs essay, he stated, “I will also 
redouble U.S. support for the Trans-Pa- 
cific Partnership and ensure that, once the 
trade deal is concluded, additional coun- 
tries are able to join, expanding the cre- 
ation of what will be millions of jobs here 
at home as well as abroad.” Not only does 
Rubio support the TPP, but he envisions 
its growth. 
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onald 

Trump is 

well known as a real- 
estate developer, television celebrity, and 
host of The Apprentice reality television 
show. He is also the chairman and presi- 
dent of The Trump Organization, LLC, 
and the founder of Trump Entertainment 
Resorts, Inc. Trump formally announced 
his candidacy for the Republican presiden- 
tial nomination on June 16, 2015. 


Donald Trump opposes abortion except in 
cases of rape, incest, or “if the mother is 
close to death,” he told NBC’s Meet the 
Press. Trump opposes the federal funding 
of abortion, but also opposes completely 
cutting funding to Planned Parenthood, 
explaining, “We have to help women. So 
we have to look at the positives,” refer- 
ring to Planned Parenthood’s non-abortion 
services. 


In his book The America We Deserve, pub- 
lished in 2000, Trump predicted, “Our big- 
gest long-term challenge will be China.” In 
Trump’s estimation, “Chinese government 
leaders, though they concede little, desper- 
ately want us to invest in their country.” 
Regarding trade with Communist China, 
Trump wrote, “We want to trade with China 
because of the size of its consumer market. 
But if the regime continues to repress in- 
dividual freedoms, how many consumers 
will there really be? Isn’t it inconsistent 
to compromise our principles by negotiat- 
ing trade with a country that may not want 
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and can- 
not afford our 
goods?” 

Trump sums up his posi- 
tion on China by stating, “We have 
to make it absolutely clear that we’re 
willing to trade with China, but not to 
trade away our principles, and that under 
no circumstances will we keep our mar- 
kets open to countries that steal from us.” 


When asked during an interview on 
Bloomberg’s With All Due Respect on 
August 4, 2015 who he thought was “the 
best” chairman of the Federal Reserve, 
Trump replied, “I liked Paul Volcker a 
lot. I thought he was a terrific guy in so 
many different ways, and he had a good 
pulse,” adding that Volcker “was doing 
what had to be done.” On numerous occa- 
sions, Trump has also praised the Fed for 
keeping interest rates low, telling both Fox 
News and Bloomberg, “I love low interest 
rates.” 


In his presidential announcement on June 
16, 2015, Trump emphatically stated, “It is 
necessary that we invest in our infrastruc- 
ture, stop sending foreign aid to countries 
that hate us and use that money to rebuild 
our tunnels, roads, bridges and schools. 


And nobody can do that better than me.” 
In addition to opposing foreign aid, Trump 
has gone even further, advocating that 
the United States should not deploy U.S. 
troops for humanitarian assistance. In The 
America We Deserve, Trump wrote, “Our 
hearts do go out to them, and so does a 
lot of U.S. humanitarian aid. But we have 
no business, and certainly no right, to in- 
tervene in conflicts just because we don’t 
like to see innocent people being killed or 
dislocated.” 


Despite repeatedly calling ObamaCare 
“a disaster,” in The America We Deserve 
Trump wrote: “Since the Truman admin- 
istration our country has been trying to im- 
plement a system that protects all citizens. 
I’m a conservative on most issues but a 
liberal on this one.” Trump went on to 
endorse the concept of a Canadian-style, 
single-payer, universal healthcare system 
as advocated by then-U.S. Senator Bob 
Kerrey (D-Neb.). 

Trump praised Canada’s national health- 
care program. “The Canadian plan also 
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helps Canadians live longer and healthier 
than Americans. There are fewer medical 
lawsuits, less loss of labor to sickness, and 
lower costs to companies paying for the 
medical care of their employees,” Trump 
wrote. Despite high praise for Canada’s 
healthcare plan, Trump did acknowledge 
its “financial difficulty,” concluding, “We 
have to improve on the prototype.” 

Although Trump’s current presidential 
campaign website does not address health- 
care, when asked about his past support 
for universal healthcare on MSNBC’s 
Morning Joe, during a phone interview on 
July 17, 2015, Trump said, “I want health- 
care for everyone and that’s where I may 
be a little bit different than some of the 
people [running].” 


On his campaign website, Trump posted a 
six-page paper outlining his immigration 
reform policy, in which he calls for build- 
ing a “wall across the southern border” 
paid for by Mexico. Trump explains how 
Mexico will pay for the wall: 


Mexico must pay for the wall and, 
until they do, the United States will, 
among other things: impound all 
remittance payments derived from 
illegal wages; increase fees on all 
temporary visas issued to Mexican 
CEOs and diplomats (and if neces- 
sary cancel them); increase fees on 
all border crossing cards — of which 
we issue about | million to Mexican 
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nationals each year (a major source 
of visa overstays); increase fees on 
all NAFTA worker visas from Mex- 
ico (another major source of over- 
stays); and increase fees at ports of 
entry to the United States from Mex- 
ico [tariffs and foreign aid cuts are 
also options]. We will not be taken 
advantage of anymore. 


Trump’s plan further advocates a manda- 
tory nationwide E-Verify to prevent em- 
ployers from hiring illegals, withholding 
federal funds to sanctuary cities, manda- 
tory deportation of all illegal immigrants 
with criminal convictions, and tripling 
the number of Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement’s Enforcement and Removal 
Operations officers. 


On July 8, 2015, Trump told CNN’s Ander- 
son Cooper, “The situation with ISIS has to 
be dealt with firmly and strongly.... I would 
do things that are so tough that I don’t even 
know that they would be around to come to 
the table.” When Cooper asked, “What sort 
of things?” Trump replied, “I would take 
away their wealth. I would take away the 
oil. What we should be doing is take away 
the oil — bomb them.” 

Trump continued, “I would bomb the 
hell out of those oil fields. I wouldn’t 
send many troops because you wouldn’t 
need them by the time I got finished.” 
After pulverizing the oil fields, Trump 
said he would bring in ExxonMobil and 
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other oil companies to rebuild the oil 
fields for the United States and would es- 
tablish a protective ring around the new 
oil fields in Iraq. 


Trump told the Daily Signal that both 
President Obama and congressional Re- 
publicans “should work together to make 
a program which the public can support.” 
Trump continued, “I support legislation 
which allows the NSA to hold the bulk 
metadata. For oversight, I propose that a 
court, which is available any time on any 
day, is created to issue individual rulings 
on when this metadata can be accessed.” 
On June 1, 2015, disagreeing with Sena- 
tor Rand Paul’s opposition to the PATRI- 
OT Act, Trump told Fox News’ Fox & 
Friends, “1 think security has to preside, 
it has to be pre-eminent.” 


On September 19, 2015, in a campaign 
speech in Iowa, Trump vowed, “The first 
priority of my administration will be to 
preserve and protect our religious liberty.” 
When Rowan County clerk Kim Davis, a 
Pentecostal Christian, was incarcerated for 
refusing to issue a marriage license to a 
same-sex couple, Trump said on MSNBC, 
“T hate to see her being put in jail.” How- 
ever, agreeing with Joe Scarborough, who 
said the Supreme Court’s decision is the 
law of the land, Trump concluded, “You 
have to go with it, I mean you have to 
go with it. The decision’s been made and 
that’s the law of the land.” 


In an interview with Breitbart News, pub- 
lished on June 19, 2015, Trump expressed 
opposition to the TPP, warning that Com- 
munist China is eager to join. “Of course 
China wants to join the trade negotiation 
because the deal is so pathetic and so bad,” 
Trump said. “Well, now China sees how 
good [TPP] is [for them], they won’t wait 
to come in,” Trump added. On October 
13, 2015, during the CNN Democratic 
debate when Hillary Clinton declared 
that she now opposes the TPP after hav- 
ing supported it for several years, Trump 
tweeted, “The trade deal is a disaster, she 
was always for it!” 
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$35,000 Feast 


The Duane family of Sacramento, Califor- 
nia, decided to turn bad news into some- 
thing quite positive. They turned their 
daughter’s cancelled wedding into an ex- 
travagant feast for the homeless. 

Quinn Duane, the bride-to-be, called 
her parents days before the wedding to 
announce that she and her fiancé decided 
that they would not go through with it. 
Besides the obvious shock and sadness 
that the bride’s parents felt at the news, 
they also knew that the planned wedding 
reception was a nonrefundable event. Ac- 
cording to KCRA News, deposits had al- 
ready been paid for the $35,000 wedding, 
and invoices continued to roll in for the 
remaining costs. 

And that’s when they conceived of their 
great idea. 

Fox News reported that the bride’s 
mother, Kari Duane, decided against can- 
celling the reception, opting instead to in- 
vite Sacramento’s homeless for “a once in 
a lifetime meal ... at the Citizen Hotel, one 
of the city’s finest venues.” 

For Kari, the decision was virtually a 
no-brainer. “When I found out on Mon- 
day that the wedding would not be taking 
place, it just seemed like, of course, this 
would be something that we would do to 
give back,” Kari Duane said. 

The October 18 reception was prepared 
to host 120 wedding guests, but instead wel- 
comed 90 homeless members of the com- 
munity. They feasted on salmon, gnocchi, 
salad, and appetizers. 

“Even though my husband and I were 
feeling very sad for our daughter, it was 
heartwarming to see so many people be 
there and enjoy a meal,” Duane said. 

Rashad Abdullah arrived at the venue 
with his wife and five children, KCRA re- 
ported. They were touched by the Duane 
family’s charity. “When you’re going 
through a hard time and a struggle for you 
to get out to do something different and 
with your family, it was really a blessing,” 
Abdullah said. 

For the disappointed bride-to-be, it was 
too painful to be present at the affair. She 
chose to stay home with friends. 

And through the sadness, Kari was re- 
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lieved that she could lift the spirits of those 
less fortunate: “I feel a lot of heartache 
and heartbreak for [Quinn], but I will take 
away something good from this, I will.” 


Support Coach Kennedy 


Assistant Coach Joe Kennedy of Bremer- 
ton, Washington, loves God and has a tra- 
dition of showing Him his appreciation 
through pregame and postgame prayers. 
And even as his seven-year tradition 
of public displays of prayer has suddenly 
landed him in hot water, Coach Kennedy 
has elected to fight for his First Amend- 
ment rights by maintaining his tradition. 
Fortunately, he has found significant sup- 
port from people near and abroad. 

Fox News reports that for years, Coach 
Kennedy conducted pregame prayers in 
the locker room and postgame prayers 
on the field every game. Many times, he 
prayed alone, but he was often joined by 
students and players, which has recent- 
ly sparked controversy. 

It is unclear what set off the chain of 
events, but Bremerton School District Su- 
perintendent Aaron Leavell sent a letter 
to Kennedy on September 17 in which he 
detailed district policy against public em- 
ployees exhibiting religious behavior on 
the job. Leavell claimed that the district 
has “an obligation to protect the rights of 
all students and staff.” 

The letter contends that though partici- 
pation in prayers was voluntary, “both ac- 
tivities would very likely be found to vio- 
late the First Amendment’s Establishment 
Clause, exposing the district to significant 
risk of liability.” 

The letter instructed Kennedy to cease 
all public prayer and all references to any- 
thing religious in the locker room. He was 
also forbidden from kneeling or bowing 
his head, Fox News writes. 

After receiving the letter, Kenne- 
dy yielded to the district’s demands, in 
fear of losing his job. When the Texas- 
based Liberty Institute stepped in to take 
up his cause, however, he decided to fight 
the district. 

In a letter sent by the Liberty Institute 
to the school district on October 14, the 


Liberty Institute informed the district 
that Kennedy will resume his consti- 
tutional practice of postgame prayer at 
the 50-yard line beginning on October 
16. But just hours before the October 
16 game, the district sent another let- 
ter stating that violations of their policy 
“cannot be tolerated.” 

Nevertheless, following a tough home- 
coming game on October 16, Coach Ken- 
nedy made his way to the center of the 
field and knelt in prayer. 

When he lifted his head, he was as- 
tonished by what he saw. He was com- 
pletely surrounded by football players 
from the opposing team and a number of 
the team’s fans. “All of a sudden I feel all 
these bodies around me and I’m hoping 
they’re not kids,” Kennedy said in tears 
after the game. 

Additionally, the Seattle Times reported 
that a number of people in attendance at 
that game were there simply to show their 
support for Coach Kennedy. 

The Times wrote, “Andy Lancaster of 
Silverdale came to his first football game 
at Bremerton High on Friday to pray with 
Kennedy after the game.” 

Lancaster’s reason? “I’m here because 
I can’t stand ACLU bullies.” 

The show of support for Coach Ken- 
nedy has been amazing, and has expanded 
to far outside of the local community. 

War Room film producers Alex and Ste- 
phen Kendrick created a video in support 
of Coach Kennedy, and NFL Coach Tony 
Dungy wrote on Twitter, “I appreciate 
Coach Kennedy staying true to his convic- 
tions.” There is also a Facebook page and 
petition to support Coach Kennedy. 

And Coach Kennedy is going to need 
continued support, as the school district 
has placed him on administrative leave for 
violating the district’s directives. The Lib- 
erty Institute has initiated the process for 
a lawsuit against the district in response. 

Kennedy is saddened that it has come to 
this. He noted, “I spent 20 years in the Ma- 
rine Corps, and it’s been about protecting 
the freedom of other people. It’s about the 
freedom, and people can believe whatever 
they want. I’m just exercising my right.” Hi 

— RAVEN CLABOUGH 
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Planned Parenthood, Past and Present 


Planned Parenthood is in the news for illegally selling baby parts, which has shocked 
the conscience of many Americans. But the present is merely an extension of the past. 
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Margaret Sanger, May 10, 1961, at the Waldorf Astoria Hotel in New York, where she was known 
to give lectures on birth control. 


by Lisa Shaw 


nthe morning of April 6, 1977, a 
8) baby girl, like many others, took 

her first breath. Unlike many of 
those others, however, this little one’s en- 
trance was not one filled with loving, eager 
smiles and warm, welcoming arms, but a 
cold, impersonal one with shock and hor- 
ror at her arrival. At two pounds, this tiny, 
helpless being was hurriedly transported 
to a nearby hospital, given very little hope 
of survival, and placed in an incubator 
where she would remain for three months. 


Call 1-800-727-TRUE to subscribe today! 


In what dismal place and bizarre set of 
circumstances would someone welcome 
something so natural as new life with 
surprise and bewilderment, instead of 
expectancy? This specific situation takes 
us to a Planned Parenthood Clinic in Los 
Angeles, California, where the all-too- 
common expectation was death, instead 
of life. 

Gianna Jessen’s biological mother was 
17 years old and seven and a half months 
pregnant when she was counseled by the 
clinic to abort Gianna through saline in- 
stillation. This method of abortion requires 


a saline solution to be injected through the 
mother’s abdomen and into the amniotic 
sac, where the baby swallows it. Over the 
next 12 to 48 hours, the baby suffers im- 
mense pain as the result of being poisoned 
and burned. The ultimate goal of the pro- 
cedure is the death of the unborn child. 
The cervix is dilated before the injection, 
allowing the solution to cause uterine con- 
tractions, eventually leading to delivery of 
the baby, otherwise known as “expulsion 
of the fetus.” 

In this case, however, after spending 
18 hours in the poison that was supposed 
to have killed her, Gianna was born very 
much alive. “I am told this was a hysteri- 
cal moment,” Gianna says, referring not 
only to her mother’s reaction, but to the 
reactions of the other young girls at the 
clinic who were also awaiting the deaths 
of their babies. The doctor had gone home 
for the night and would not be back until 
9:00 a.m. The nurse on call at the clinic 
made the ultimate decision to transfer Gi- 
anna to the hospital, where she continued 
to thrive. 

Living in foster care during the early 
years of her life, Gianna was adopted at 
three and a half years old, overcoming 
many obstacles along the way. As a result 
of the “botched” abortion, she was diag- 
nosed with cerebral palsy, but she does not 
allow this to keep her from spreading her 
pro-life message wherever she can and ed- 
ucating people on the realities of abortion 
and the truth about Planned Parenthood. 

The International Committee on 
Planned Parenthood, which would evolve 
into the Planned Parenthood we know 
today, found its place in society in 1946. 
However, the organization proudly traces 
its roots back to 1916 when its founder, 
Margaret Sanger, opened the nation’s first 
birth-control clinic in Brooklyn, New 
York. To know the truth about Planned 
Parenthood, a look at its founder is impor- 
tant, for in much the same way children 
are the products of their parents, organi- 
zations are the products of their founders. 


37 


HIS TFORY~pasrs 


aad 


be 


AP Images 


Speaking before the House Judiciary Committee at the Capitol in Washington on September 9, 
2015, abortion survivor Gianna Jessen continues to oppose the practices of Planned Parenthood. 


Mother, of a Sort 


Born Margaret Higgins in 1879 in Cor- 
ning, New York, to parents of Irish decent, 
Sanger was the sixth of 11 children. De- 
spite the closeness of her family and the 
fond memories they built together, Sanger 
developed a very dreary perspective of 
large families. 

In her autobiography, Pioneering Ad- 
vocate for Birth Control, Sanger wrote 
of the struggles her family and the oth- 
ers around her endured. Growing up, she 
found herself relating these hardships to 
large families and happiness to small ones. 
“Large families were associated with pov- 
erty, toil, unemployment, drunkenness, 
cruelty, fighting, jails; the small ones with 
cleanliness, leisure, freedom, light, space, 
sunshine,” she remembered. This limited 
perspective gained in childhood, instead 
of expanding with adulthood to view life 
in all its truths and complexities, remained 
small and biased and grew the germs that 
only the stagnant mind-set can offer. 

Margaret began working as a nurse in 
1900 at White Plains Hospital in New York. 
Her time as a nurse helped to intensify her 


disdain for large families, due to the pain 
and suffering she saw in childbirth. 

In 1902, she married William Sanger, 
an architect and socialist. This marriage 
placed Margaret amidst the radicals of her 
day. She wrote, “Our living room became 
a gathering place where liberals, anar- 
chists, Socialists, and I.W.W.’s [Indus- 
trial Workers of the World] could meet.” 
Caught up in a movement detrimental to 
the nation, she fondly reminisces, “A re- 
ligion without a name was spreading over 
the country. The converts were liberals, 
Socialists, anarchists, revolutionists of all 
shades. They were as fixed in their faith in 
the coming revolution as ever any Primi- 
tive Christian in the immediate establish- 
ment of the Kingdom of God.” 

Margaret, more bohemian in her views, 
did not consider herself a socialist at the 
time. However, she saw an avenue to ac- 
tively pursue her goal, as she states, “My 
own personal feelings drew me towards 
the individualist, anarchist philosophy 
... but it seemed to me necessary to ap- 
proach the ideal by way of Socialism.” 
Sanger’s pursuit, it must be known, was 


Sanger refused to answer to an authority higher than herself. This 
would have led to her indictment and to her probable conviction, 
had she shown up to court. Instead, in less than 24 hours, Sanger 


left all that she knew, including her three children, and fled the 


country for England. 
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to rid the world of what she considered 
“the most immoral practice of the day,” 
according to her manifesto Woman and 
the New Race. This immoral practice, 
Sanger believed, was the “breeding” of 
too many children. She asserted, “The 
immorality of large families lies not only 
in their injury to the members of those 
families but in their injury to society,” 
claiming that not only was the large fam- 
ily the greatest evil of the day, but also 
the cause of other evils, including prosti- 
tution, oppressed labor, and war. 

Sanger sought the available avenues 
for propagating her ideas, beginning with 
joining the Socialist Party. She began to 
see her plans take shape as she gave talks 
on women’s health. These talks turned 
into articles entitled “What Every Girl 
Should Know.” Due to their intimate na- 
ture, these writings were banned under the 
Comstock Law. However, Sanger refused 
to be governed. Declaring it a woman’s 
duty “To look the world in the face with 
a go-to-hell look in the eyes; to have an 
idea; to speak and act in defiance of con- 
vention,” she continued in her pursuit. 


When First Practicing to Deceive 
Margaret was aware that, already, her ideas 
were looked upon with ridicule, not just 
by men, but by the women she claimed 
were so burdened. With that being the 
case, it only stood to reason that an hon- 
est presentation of these ideas would cause 
further disdain, continuing to alienate her 
from her goal. Her solution was to shape 
the female mind: “They had to be made 
aware of how they were being shackled, 
and roused to mutiny.” She went on in her 
admission of this provocation, “Before 
gathering friends around me for that help 
which I must have in stirring women to se- 
dition, before asking them to believe, I had 
to chart my own course.” Sanger’s was a 
brazen determination to coerce the public, 
focusing on women, to accept her doctrine 
by presenting it as a message of liberty. 
She believed that “any great concept must 
be present in the mass of consciousness 
before any one figure can tap it and set it 
free on its irresistible way,” even if that 
concept had to be underhandedly masked 
from a moral society. 

It seems that Sanger’s bias did not end 
with the number of children in society. 
She began to envision something larger, 
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as she stated, “A new move- 
ment was starting, and the baby 
had to have a name. It did not 
belong to Socialism nor was 
it in the labor field, and it had 
much more to it than just the 
prevention of conception.” Of 
the discussion that took place 
to decide a name for this new 
concept she said: 


The word control was good, 
but I did not like limitation 
— that was too limiting. I 
was not advocating a one- 
child or two-child system as 
in France, nor did I whole- 
heartedly agree with the Eng- 
lish Neo-Malthusians whose 
concern was almost entirely 
with limitation for economic 
reasons. My idea of control 
was bigger and freer. I wanted 
family in it, yet family con- 
trol did not sound right. We 
tried population control, race 
control, and birth rate control. 
Then someone suggested, 
“Drop the rate.” Birth control 
was the answer; we knew we had it. 
Our work for that day was done and 
everybody picked up his hat and went 
home. The baby was named. 


This same year, 1914, Sanger published 
the first issue of the Woman Rebel, a maga- 
zine dedicated to the interests of work- 
ing women. Much like her articles “What 
Every Girl Should Know,” the Woman 
Rebel was also banned for indecency. And 
as before, Sanger refused to answer to an 
authority higher than herself. This would 
have led to her indictment and to her prob- 
able conviction, had she shown up to court. 
Instead, in less than 24 hours, Sanger left all 
that she knew, including her three children, 
and fled the country for England. 

The next year found Sanger in the com- 
pany of those who, like herself, refused to 
be confined to the normalcies of societal 
convention. One example was Havelock 
Ellis, with whom Sanger spent much time 
and for whom she had great admiration. 
Ellis, who was in an “open” relationship 
with his wife, Edith — a practicing lesbian 
— wrote the first medical book on homo- 
sexuality, entitled Sexual Inversion. This 
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Margaret Sanger 
with sons, Grant 
and Stuart: Sanger 
promoted birth 
control to not only 
limit family size, 
but also to “weed 
out the unfit” and 
“prevent the birth 
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writing, which was deemed obscene and 
illegal by the British government, revealed 
Ellis’ belief that same-sex attraction went 
beyond age and gender taboos. Of Ellis, 
Sanger wrote, “He, beyond any other per- 
son, has been able to clarify the question 
of sex, and free it from the smudginess 
connected with it from the beginning of 
Christianity, raise it from the dark cellar, 
set it on a higher plane.” 

Upon her return home in September 
of 1915, Sanger was reunited with her 
children, but would lose her daughter to 
pneumonia a short time after. The previous 
charges were eventually dropped against 
Margaret, and she continued her course, 
supported by figures such as famous writ- 
er and Fabian Socialist H.G. Wells. 

In 1916, she illegally opened the nation’s 
first birth-control clinic in Brownsville, a 
poor, predominantly Jewish community in 
Brooklyn. The clinic was shut down after 
nine days, and Margaret was sentenced to 
30 days in prison. The publicity surround- 
ing her conviction gained her a much wider 
audience for her subversive message. 

In 1921, Sanger would begin the 
American Birth Control League with 


the goal of altering pub- 
lic opinion. Among her co- 
founders were like-minded 
dissidents of influence. Two 
such figures were Juliet Bar- 
rett Rublee, longtime sister- 
in-arms of Sanger and wife 
of well-known lawyer George 
Rublee, and Katharine Martha 
Houghton Hepburn, social- 
ist sympathizer and mother 
to famous actress Katharine 
Hepburn. 

Two years later, in 1923, 
Sanger began the Clinical Re- 
search Bureau. This was the 
first legal birth-control clinic 
in America. A large portion of 
the funding for this clinic came 
from John D. Rockefeller, Jr., 
who continued to support other 
causes for Sanger. It is not sur- 
prising that Rockefeller — a 
strong proponent of popula- 
tion control — would fund her 
efforts. 

Over the years, Sanger 
worked tirelessly to promote her 
birth-control agenda. Her stated 
reasons for the necessity of “birth control” 
shifted, depending on the venue and her au- 
dience. Beginning with the idea of inhibit- 
ing the number of children, she eventually 
began including the prevention of children 
based on the worth and race of the child. 
She claimed that “birth control itself, often 
denounced as a violation of natural law, is 
nothing more or less than the facilitation of 
the process of weeding out the unfit, of pre- 
venting the birth of defectives or of those 
who will become defectives.” 

What criteria did Sanger consider in 
deciding who was either “unfit” or “de- 
fective”? Sickliness and poverty were 
certainly factors. Race was another. In 
Woman, Morality and Birth Control, 
Sanger wrote, “Birth control must lead ul- 
timately to a cleaner race.” 

In the mid 1920s, Sanger accepted an in- 
vitation to speak at the women’s branch of 
the Ku Klux Klan in Silver Lake, New Jer- 
sey. Of this experience she writes, “Never 
before had I looked into a sea of faces like 
these. I was sure that if I uttered one word, 
such as abortion, outside the usual vocabu- 
lary of these women they would go off into 
hysteria.” She went on to say, “In the end, 
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Appealing for federal birth-control legislation, Sanger appears before a Senate committee 


in Washington, D.C., in 1931. These appeals eventually gained her much ground in her birth- 


control agenda. 


through simple illustrations I believed I 
had accomplished my purpose.” Accord- 
ing to her purpose, Sanger would continue 
to work to bring about this “cleaner race” 
that she envisioned. 

In the winter of 1939, Sanger wrote a 
letter to Clarence Gamble, president of the 
American Eugenics Research Association 
and grandson of James Gamble, co-found- 
er of Procter & Gamble. In the letter, she 
expressed her fear that “the Negro popula- 
tion” was catching on to the plan to “exter- 
minate” them. She wrote: 


We should hire three or four colored 
ministers, preferably with social-ser- 
vice backgrounds, and with engaging 
personalities. The most successful 
educational approach to the Negro is 
through a religious appeal. We don’t 
want the word to go out that we want 
to exterminate the Negro population 
and the minister is the man who can 
straighten out that idea if it ever oc- 
curs to any of their more rebellious 
members. 


Sanger, it seems, had grown quite com- 
fortable in her manipulation and deceit. 
These tactics would become a normal way 
of propagating her ideas. 


An Adversary 


As Sanger’s speeches and ideals moved 
throughout the country, stirring strife and 
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confusion, and undermining the founda- 
tion of morality, she found herself faced 
with the most formidable adversary she 
would encounter. In a 1957 interview with 
media personality Mike Wallace, Sanger 
would state, “Our main opposition is 
from the hierarchy of the Roman Catholic 
Church.” 

One notable encounter with the Catho- 
lic Church occurred in 1940 in Holyoke, 
Massachusetts, during a five-day speak- 
ing tour. Sanger was visiting 11 cities 
throughout the state to rally support for 
amending its laws regarding birth con- 
trol and finding little resistance. In the 
predominately Catholic city of Holyoke, 
however, she met with much opposition. 
Sanger arrived to discover that she had no 
venue and little help, until a last-minute 
opening of office rooms in the Textile 
Workers Union was offered. According 
to the Margaret Sanger Papers Project, in 
her eventual speech to the citizens of the 
town she remarked that it had been “like 
old times” for her. “She is both surprised 
and invigorated by the bold and enterpris- 
ing opposition in Holyoke, reminiscent 
of the kind of powerful counter-force she 
went up against repeatedly in the 1920s 
and occasionally in the 1930s, now large- 
ly subdued by the overwhelming accep- 
tance of birth control.” 

One of the confrontations Sanger faced 
during the 1920s was that of Archbishop 
Patrick Hayes of New York. He success- 


fully canceled the last meeting of The 
First National Birth Control Conference, 
stating in an open letter that he did so “for 
the benefit of the morals and health of the 
community.” The archbishop went on to 
address the issue of birth control in his 
Christmas pastoral letter, writing, 


Even though some little angels in 
the flesh through moral, mental, or 
physical deformity of parents may 
appear to human eyes hideous, mis- 
shapen, a blot on civilized society, we 
must not lose sight of this Christian 
thought that under and within such 
visible malformation there lives an 
immortal soul to be saved and glori- 
fied for all eternity among the blessed 
in Heaven. 


Sanger considered the archbishop’s view 
to be opposed to progressive thinking. 
She wrote in her autobiography that it 
was “a monstrous doctrine and one ab- 
horrent to every civilized instinct, that 
children, misshapen, deformed, hideous 
to the eye, either mentally or constitu- 
tionally unequipped for life, should con- 
tinue to be born.” 

To gain ground, Sanger tried to bring 
division between Protestants and Catho- 
lics. According to Touchstone Magazine, 
Sanger wrote in the Birth Control Re- 
view, “All who resent this sinister Church 
Control of life and conduct ... must now 
choose between Church Control and Birth 
Control.” She continued, “You must make 
a declaration of independence, of self-re- 
liance, or submit to the dictatorship of the 
Roman Catholic hierarchy.” 

To her frustration, Sanger never over- 
came her strongest opponent. She did, 
however, succeed in her divisive tactics 
as she prepared a foundation for future 
acceptance of her machinations. 


Bloody Legacy 

Unfortunately, the seeds that Margaret 
Sanger planted more than a hundred 
years ago have taken root in her cleverly 
cultivated soil, and the world is left with 
the bitter fruit. Planned Parenthood has 
strategically placed clinics throughout the 
country, enticing women with the same 
deceitful message of freedom touted by its 
founder. Now, however, as more ground 
has been gained, the boundaries have been 
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moved. The mission has gone beyond 
prevention of life into termination of life, 
as women are counseled and assured that 
abortion is the most responsible decision 
they can make, not only for themselves, 
but for the whole of society. 

What they are not being told is that 
they are murdering their unborn chil- 
dren and that the process is life-threat- 
ening for them, as well. In keeping with 
Sanger’s methods, the truth is attractive- 
ly disguised. 

A former director of Planned Parent- 
hood, Abby Johnson, had many experi- 
ences with the organization, not just as 
an employee, but as a client. Having had 
one abortion already, Johnson believed 
it to be the solution, again, to her eight- 
week pregnancy, as she was in college 
and going through a divorce. Instead of a 
surgical abortion, she chose a medication 
abortion — accomplished entirely with 
pills — which she thought would be more 
“natural.” She had been told to expect no 
symptoms worse than a heavy menstrual 
cycle, and that she would be back to nor- 
mal in a couple of days. She describes 
her experience and the betrayal she felt: 
“T started to feel pain in my abdomen 
unlike anything I had ever experienced. 
Then the blood came. It was gushing out 


of me.... My bathwater was bright red. It 
looked like I was sitting in the middle of 
a crime scene. And I guess it was.... I had 
murdered my child.” She went on to say, 
“Tt was around midnight and I had been in 
the bathroom for a good 12 hours. I knew 
I couldn’t leave yet. I didn’t want to lay 
in the bed.... The bleeding was too heavy. 
This couldn’t be normal. Planned Parent- 
hood didn’t ever tell me this could hap- 
pen. This must be atypical. I decided that 
I would call them in the morning ... if I 
didn’t die before then.” 

Johnson called the clinic as she had 
planned the next morning and was told 
that her symptoms were not abnormal. 
She would continue experiencing these 
symptoms for eight weeks. After returning 
to work, Johnson questioned why women 
weren’t made aware of the severity of the 
symptoms. She was told by her supervisor, 
“Well, we don’t want to scare them.” 

After holding a director’s position at 
her clinic in Southeast Texas, and being 
pressured to perform more abortions in 
order to increase profits, Johnson con- 
fidently claims, “Here’s the truth.... 
Planned Parenthood is not worried about 
women being ‘scared.’... Planned Parent- 
hood is scared. They are scared women 
will walk out the door if they get accurate 
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and thorough information. Every woman 
that walks out is lost revenue.... That is 
Planned Parenthood’s biggest fear.” 

Many sordid practices of this industry 
have been discovered through the years, 
including the killing of the babies born 
after failed abortion attempts. One nota- 
ble story from 1999 tells of “Baby Hope,” 
who was born alive during the process of 
a partial-birth abortion, and given no treat- 
ment to survive. She was left, like refuse, 
to be thrown away until one nurse decided 
to act within the limitations provided her. 

As LifeSiteNews recounts the story, 
“Abortionist Dr. Martin Haskell was 
performing a partial-birth abortion on a 
young woman. In a partial-birth abortion, 
just like in the more commonly used D&E 
abortion, the woman’s cervix is dilated 
with laminaria, which are small sticks that 
gradually expand. She is then sent home. 
The actual killing and removal of the baby 
is usually done a day or two after the inser- 
tion of the laminaria, after they have been 
given time to work.” 

In this case, however, the woman de- 
cided to go to the emergency room, as she 
was beginning to experience cramps. At 
Bethesda North Medical Center in Cincin- 
nati, Ohio, she delivered a baby girl who 
was fully alive. 

LifeSiteNews continues its account, 
“According to an article in The Southeast 
Missourian, the baby was put into a dish 
and set aside to be disposed of. Nurse 
Shelly Lowe witnessed the baby gasping 
and moving after she was told to take ‘it’ 
to the lab. She reportedly said, ‘I don’t 
think I can do that.... This baby is alive. 

The baby, estimated to be about 22 
weeks old, died three hours and eight min- 
utes after her birth in the arms of Nurse 
Lowe. In an April 20 news conference, 
Lowe remembered, “I sat and held her. I 
felt no one should die alone. We had her 
baptized. I named her Hope because I’d 
hoped she would make it.” 

Stories such as these and the latest re- 
ports of the barbarous actions of selling 
body parts — made widely known and un- 
deniable by a series of viral videos created 
by the Center for Medical Progress — cast 
Planned Parenthood in a much different 
light than Sanger ever intended. In reality, 
however, this organization is the embodi- 
ment of its mother’s philosophy and dis- 
regard for the sanctity of life. 
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EXERCISING THE RIGHT 


Alone but Not Helpless 


The Meridian Star reported from Mis- 
Sissippi about a woman who was home 
alone when a criminal broke in. The 
woman was upstairs in her two-story 
house when she heard the sound of her 
door being shattered. After hearing the 
loud noise, she looked over her upstairs 
railing and saw a man standing in the en- 
tranceway next to the door that he had 
just kicked in. The woman grabbed her 
loaded .38-caliber pistol and fired it at 
the intruder, hitting him three times in 
the chest. The injured suspect fled, only 
to collapse outside. Police arrived on the 
scene and discovered the body of the sus- 
pect outside the house, noting that he died 
at the scene. Meridian Police Department 
Detective Dareall Thompson said that it 
appears the woman did not know the sus- 
pect and acted within her rights. The case 
will still be referred to a grand jury, but 
Thompson told the Meridian Star that 
this “is one of those instances where the 
homeowner was trying to protect her life 
and her property.” 


Waffle House 
War on Crime 


The Associated Press reported on Octo- 
ber 10 that a man who attempted to rob a 
North Charleston Waffle House in South 
Carolina was fatally shot by a customer. 
It was early in the morning when the 
armed intruder burst into the restaurant 
and demanded cash from the employees. 
However, a customer, who had a valid 
concealed weapons permit, was wait- 
ing in his car for some take-home food 
that he had ordered when he witnessed 
the armed burglary in process. The cus- 
tomer retrieved his firearm, exited his 
vehicle, and confronted the burglar. Both 
the armed burglar and the customer ex- 
changed fire, but only the burglar was 
wounded in the shootout. Police arrived 
on the scene and found the injured sus- 
pect. The suspect was transported to a 
nearby medical facility, where he soon 
died. The deceased suspect was later 
identified as Joshua Jermaine Davis. 
Barney Limehouse, Jr., a retired law- 
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“.. the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.” 
= er 


enforcement officer who now teaches 
concealed-weapons permit classes, 
stated that the armed customer did ev- 
erything right. Limehouse told the Post 
and Courier on October 17 that “Charles- 
ton citizens have a lot of power.... They 
don’t have to be pushed around anymore 
by thieves.” Limehouse explained that 
“every honest person” should be licensed 
and be trained and capable in the use of 
a weapon. Limehouse told the Post and 
Courier that incidents such as these are 
what having a gun is for. He said, “It’s 
only for self-defense or the self-defense 
of others. It’s not designed to take advan- 
tage of others.... More and more people 
are defending themselves.... What are we 
going to do, let (criminals) take every- 
thing from us?” Limehouse has taught 
over 600 concealed-carry classes over 
17 years, and he’s positive he’s helped to 
save lives. He told the Post and Courier, 
“Everybody needs to be able to defend 
themselves.... We’re declaring war on 
crime — we don’t want to be abused by 
criminals anymore.” 


Pistol-packing Pastor 


The Detroit Free Press reported on Oc- 
tober 18 about a violent incident in a 
church. A deranged man with a brick en- 
tered the City of God storefront church 
and began making menacing threats. The 
pastor had had run-ins with the attacker in 
the past and knew of his violent behavior. 
The pastor even had filed police reports 
against the intruder involving threats that 
the man had previously made toward the 
pastor. The pastor, armed with a semiau- 
tomatic handgun, confronted the brick- 
wielding lunatic in the vestibule of the 
church. When the attacker did not stop, 
the pastor fired at him multiple times. The 
attacker was hit several times, including 
once in the chest. He was transported to 
nearby Botsford Hospital, where he died 
a short time later. 

Assistant Detroit Police Chief Steve 
Dolunt told the Detroit Free Press that the 
pastor and the attacker “knew each other 
and had some type of problem before.... 
When I got there, the body had already 
been moved. The pastor was in custody. 


We had the gun.” Dolunt also told the 
Detroit Free Press that an investigation 
was ongoing and police are searching into 
whether the brick-wielding man was suf- 
fering from mental illness. “We’re not sure 
at this point whether the man had mental 
problems or what.... It’s still under inves- 
tigation,” he said. 


They “Locked Eyes” 
Before the Shooting 


KTNV.com reported out of Las Vegas, 
on October 9 that a man was awakened 
in the middle of the night by the sound of 
someone breaking in to his home. The vic- 
tim was fast asleep on his couch when he 
heard what he described as “a loud crash.” 
He jumped off the couch and discovered 
an intruder roaming through his house. He 
quickly retrieved his gun and returned to 
where the burglar was standing. Making 
eye contact with him, the resident yelled 
for the intruder to halt. The suspect kept 
moving, so the homeowner fired his weap- 
on and hit the suspect. Police arrived on 
the scene and arrested 22-year-old Ronald 
Ford, who needed medical treatment after 
being shot. Ford was wanted for a warrant 
on a prior battery charge and two traffic 
offenses. 


San Francisco Delivery 


SFGate.com reported out of San Fran- 
cisco on October 19 about a 73-year- 
old man who shot an intruder and then 
dragged the injured suspect out of his 
house. The man was home alone just be- 
fore midnight when he heard the sounds 
of someone in his home. He grabbed his 
handgun and walked downstairs, where 
he discovered the 54-year-old suspect. 
The resident fired his handgun, hitting 
the suspect in the knee. The man then 
physically grabbed the injured intruder 
and “escorted” him from the residence. 
Police were called to the scene and found 
the wounded burglar. The injured suspect 
was treated at San Francisco General 
Hospital and authorities expect to charge 
him with burglary. 

— PATRICK KREY 
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Bill Gates: World’s 
Richest Capitalist, 
Globalist, Socialist 


ITEM: The Atlantic magazine for Novem- 
ber 2015 features a much-quoted inter- 
view with Microsoft founder Bill Gates, the 
world’s richest man, focusing on the sup- 
posed “crisis” of global warming and the 
incessantly repeated claim that hydrocar- 
bon fuel use must be drastically curtailed, 
if not eliminated. Entitled “We Need an 
Energy Miracle,” the article's subtitle in- 
forms us that “Bill Gates has committed his 
fortune to moving the world beyond fossil 
fuels and mitigating climate change.” 

Among other things, Gates advocates 
global taxes on fossil fuels and massive 
increases in government spending for re- 
search and development in the energy sec- 
tor. He advocates a push-pull strategy for 
central planning by government — guided 
by experts, such as himself. “The push is the 
R&D,” Gates told Atlantic president and 
editor-in-chief James Bennet during the in- 
terview. “The pull is the carbon tax.” The 
high-tech mogul, who has more faith in gov- 
ernment than the free market, says: “Yes, 
the government will be somewhat inept — 
but the private sector is in general inept.” 
CoRRECTION: Like any other private citi- 
zen, Bill Gates should be free to spend his 
money as he sees fit. However, his recent 
headline grabbing and his popularity with 
the coercive utopians of the Left are the 
result of his ebullient support for spending 
other people s money to further his globalist 
green agenda. And that agenda just happens 
to coincide with the United Nations’ plan 
for a new socialist order for the planet. The 
fact that he is a super-wealthy techno-geek 
does not make him an oracle on issues re- 
lated to either economics or science. 

“Td say the overall record for the United 
States on government R&D is very, very 
good,” Gates declares. Really? Well, ac- 
cording to a comprehensive 2007 study by 
the U.S. government’s own Department of 
Labor (R&D and Productivity Growth: A 
Review of the Literature), “High returns ac- 
crue only to privately financed R&D. [Em- 
phasis in original.] Many elements of uni- 
versity and government research have very 
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low returns, overwhelmingly contribute to 
economic growth only indirectly, if at all, 
and do not belong in investment.’ In fact, 
says the report, “Returns to many forms of 
publicly financed R&D are near zero.” 

Jacob Bronowski, the British mathema- 
tician, historian of science, and BBC pre- 
senter, once said, “No science is immune to 
the infection of politics and the corruption 
of power.” So-called climate science has 
proven this to be true — in spades. Climate 
Money, a report by the Science & Public 
Policy Institute, found that between 1989 
and 2009 the U.S. government alone had 
spent over $79 billion on climate change. 
It cites many examples of corruption and 
political “infection.” However, the UN and 
its supporters (such as Gates) want us to 
spend trillions on a “crisis” that the best 
non-corrupted science says doesn’t exist. 

As “the world’s richest man,” with a 
net worth (estimated by Forbes this year) 
of $79.5 billion, the tech titan has ample 
lucre to fund virtually any hobby horse he 
wishes. But like many of his mega-rich 
confreres who are obsessed with remak- 
ing the world, he seeks to use government 
force, i.e., the state’s taxing authority, to 
compel all humanity to adopt — and pay 
for — his grand vision. 

The recent Atlantic interview was not 
Gates’ maiden voyage on the global-warm- 
ing propaganda barge. He has been sailing 


these waters for a number of years, and 
pouring huge amounts of money into related 
enviro-activist and population control ven- 
tures, including programs that support and 
provide abortions. As we reported in THE 
New AMERICAN back in 2009 (and several 
times since), Bill Gates and his wife, Melin- 
da, are members of the secret group known 
as “The Good Club,” a cabal of top bil- 
lionaires obsessed with population control. 
The U.S. media have obligingly censored 
any mention of the group; its existence was 
leaked by the The Times of London. “Some 
of America’s leading billionaires have met 
secretly to consider how their wealth could 
be used to slow the growth of the world’s 
population,” the Times story of May 24, 
2009 (“Billionaire club in bid to curb over- 
population’’) reported. The “philanthropist” 
summit was “convened on the initiative of 
Bill Gates” and “discussed joining forces to 
overcome political and religious obstacles 
to change.” Besides Bill and Melinda Gates, 
the billionaire Good Club confab included 
David Rockefeller, George Soros, Ted 
Turner, Michael Bloomberg, Warren Buf- 
fett, Oprah Winfrey, and Sir Paul Nurse, the 
president of Rockefeller University. 

We would be foolish indeed to look to 
Gates and his “Good Club” of billionaire 
statists for miracles or fixes for any crises, 
whether real or fanciful. Mi 

— WILLIAM F. JASPER 
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BY GARY BENOIT 


How Best to Effect Change in Washington 


very four years, many 
HK good Americans put 

significant time and 
money into trying to elect a 
president who will rescue 
America from the downward 
spiral our country is now in 
and return America to great- 
ness. But how much good 
does this work on presidential 
politics actually accomplish? 
In particular, how much does 
it accomplish compared to 
putting similar time and 
money into other efforts to 
preserve our freedom outside 
the presidential arena? Foca 

Of course, there isno deny- —“™ 
ing that electing a good presi- 
dent — by which we mean a president who would abide by his 
oath of office to the Constitution — would be a great thing. But 
what are the chances of actually being able to elect a constitu- 
tionalist president in 2016, or in the foreseeable future for that 
matter, considering today’s political realities? The power elites 
who have shaped U.S. policy for decades exert tremendous influ- 
ence through the cultural organs, especially the media. And the 
understanding of the American people as a whole is sadly lack- 
ing, making them susceptible to manipulation by political dema- 
gogues who say what the public wants to hear to get elected while 
not believing or even intending to abide by their own rhetoric. 

Consider the 10 GOP presidential candidates profiled in this 
issue of THE NEW AMERICAN. How many of them are trustworthy? 
How many would abide by the Constitution? And if the most con- 
stitutionalist-minded of the group were actually elected president 
despite the smears and dirty tricks that would be directed against 
him, how much good would he be able to accomplish? 

The truth is that a constitutionalist-minded president would not 
be able to accomplish nearly as much good as a constitutionalist 
Congress would, for the simple reason that under our system of 
government all legislative powers reside in Congress. This in- 
cludes appropriating the funds. The president, who is tasked with 
faithfully executing the laws of the United States, is not an elected 
dictator. Even regarding the war-making power, he may not take 
the country into war without a war declaration by Congress. 

But how about a president who does act as an elected dictator, 
or at least attempts to do so? He would not be able to accomplish 
great harm — if most congressmen were constitutionalists willing 
to refuse funding for unconstitutional programs and rein in (through 
impeachment if necessary) a rogue president who usurps power. 

It is certainly true that we do not have a constitutionalist 
Congress today, just as we do not have a constitutionalist presi- 
dent. But in terms of restoring good government in Washing- 
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ton, what is more realistically 
achievable: electing a consti- 
tutionalist to the presidency, 
or electing constitutionalists 
to Congress, particularly the 
House of Representatives? 

The answer is obvious. The 
liberal establishment cannot 
influence the outcomes of 435 
House races every two years 
to the same extent that they 
can one presidential race every 
four years. This is not only be- 
cause of the sheer number of 
races and greater frequency of 
elections, but also because con- 
gressmen have much smaller 
constituencies and are closer to 
the people. Not only that, but 
in certain districts voters possess much better understanding than 
in other districts, and in those better-informed districts genuinely 
constitutionalist candidates have better chances of getting elected. 

Yet even though it is more realistic to elect constitutionalist con- 
gressmen than a good president, not nearly enough constitutional- 
ist congressmen are elected to restore good government in Wash- 
ington. Why is that? The answer, simply, is the aforementioned 
lack of understanding of the voters. Ask yourself this question: If 
a constitutional candidate for Congress in the district where you 
live were to call for abolishing the income tax, ending the Federal 
Reserve, getting the United States out of the UN, etc., would he 
be electable? Such a candidate would not be viable if most voters 
lacked the understanding to agree with him on these issues. 

But how about when sufficient understanding is created? In- 
cumbent congressmen wishing to retain their seats would be 
forced to shift in the constitutionalist direction to preserve their 
own electability! And a growing number of candidates seeking 
to get elected for the first time would also advocate constitution- 
al positions for the same reason. In a nutshell, the understanding 
of the voters would ultimately shape what happens politically, 
not the other way around. Robert Welch, the founder of The 
John Birch Society, the parent organization of this magazine, 
recognized the necessity of creating that understanding when 
he observed at the founding meeting of the JBS in 1958, “I am 
thoroughly convinced ... that we cannot count on politicians, 
political leadership, or even political action except as a part of 
something much deeper and broader, to save us.” 

Of course, we don’t recommend that anyone “drop out” of 
politics. But to maximize our effectiveness in the freedom fight, 
we do recommend that constitutionalists carefully consider con- 
centrating more on creating sufficient understanding than sim- 
ply trying to elect someone, and concentrate more on improving 
Congress than the presidency. 
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2016 JBS Calendar 
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for SYLP and have a quick-find resource for 
your employees or family members. Made 
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10-24/$1.95ea; 25+-/$1.75ea) MAGNPSYLP Historical Art Prints (Set of Five) 
Includes three documents (Declaration of 
Independence, Bill of Rights, and Constitution) 
and two paintings, plus a “free” Call to Arms 


JBS and TNA Royal Twist Nickel Pens print. ($34.95) HISPRINTS 
Help promote the organization and the news magazine 
by purchasing these in bulk and distributing them to 
like-minded Americans. Made in the USA! (1/$1.95ea; 
2-4/$1.25ea; 5+/$1.00ea) JBS: PENJBS14; TNA: PENTNA14 


10-24/$1.00ea; 25+/$.075ea) BSTNA30 


We the People Lapel Pin 

Make your allegiance known by wearing this pin on 
your suit jacket, tie, vest, or hat. Makes for a great inex- 
pensive giveaway during outreach activities. Made in 
the USA! (1/$7.95ea; 2-4/$6.95ea; 5+/$5.95ea) JPINWTP 


JBS Eagle Lapel Pin 

Start a conversation by wearing this pin to aid in your 
recruiting efforts. It's a great product for Chapter Leaders to 
use as a welcome gift to new members. Made in the USA! 
(1/$4.95ea; 2-4/$3.95ea; 5-9/$3.00ea; 10+/$2.50ea) JPINJBSE 


B35 Go to ShopJBS.org 
to order these and 


order Onine Other gift ideas! 151123 


MANAGEMENT 


CONSULTANTS AND ADMINISTRATORS 


Specializing in Tax Deductions for Dental Practices * Post Office Box 7007 * Porter Ranch, CA 91327 


